FINDING & USING
HISTORICAL

Presented by
Sue Mueller



OUTLINE

» Understanding digitized collections

» Limitations of accuracy of even
primary sources

» Accessing obituary, SSDI records
» Books In and out of copyright

» Online newspaper collections

» Work around with Facebook



PUBLIC RECORDS

» Census records — 72 years (law)
» Birth certificates — 105 years

» Death certificates — 50 years

» Marriage licenses; wills

» Newspapers

» History (including family) books




LIMITATIONS OF
DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS

» In order to search (usually pdf), scanning
must have been OCR and clear copy

» Search function only as good as copy Is

» Many google e-books scanned as images!
Cannot be searched



DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS

» Usually indexed by machine

» Use CREATIVE searching

» Use wild card *

» Narrow by date, place, if possible
» Add keyword where appropriate
» “First Last” name




CREATIVE SEARCHING

» Adams County, PA + cemetery records
» Thompson Boyle + genealogy

» John Bowser + Mary Helm + genealogy
» Margaret Anderson + obituary

» Ohio + free + death records



LIBRARY RESOURCES

» University libraries

» Local city/county libraries

» County library where ancestors settled
» Microfilmed newspapers

» Local indexes



LIBRARIES COULD HAVE

» County marriage index

» Newspaper obituary index

» Cemetery index

» Marriage index

» Local/regional, genealogy links

DON'T FORGET COUNTY/REGIONAL
HISTORICAL/GENEALOGY SOCIETIES

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||



ONLINE
LIBRARY RESOURCES

» Some for library card holders only
» HeritageQuest

» Subscriptions —Newsbank,
Newspapers, Fold3
» ECPL — obituary index, genealogy




ONLINE SEARCHES

» If using an index, start with
v’ Surname only
v' No date
» Call library, talk to genealogist
v' May have resource room
v' Surname files
v Business, company files




ARCHIVE.ORG

» Out-of-copyright materials (before 1925)
» Full text downloadable (pdf)

» Census records

» County history books

» Family history books

» Some state indices



ARCHIVE.ORG

€ | @ nhttps;//archive.or @ || Q it CAWVINKLEINCKONESUMMER2010 » | W | B8 ©&@ ¥ A& © x| &
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ARCHIVE

Internet Archive is a non-profit library of Announcements
millions of free books, movies, software, Pro-Aitbnb advertising dor
music, and more.

)

e}
0
m

K @ SEEM

A ed Search

Search here

Susan B. Mueller, Copyright 2021



Media Type

Dccllt;—:xi: ns 4
= a) B a) B )
(o ez | RECLAM (G i

Dnt:-.-'ies 9,688
D.vr.-c 1,937
Dsudi: 824
Ddsta 12
;"1‘: re

W

Availability
New York State Birth

R ) g New York State Birth

Avsilable to Borrow 57,208 Index - 1898
D sila v Index - 1893 :
D-‘«h\'ays Avsilable 27,594 T W »

(=]

Year

[]?020 485
[]eote 289
[ 442
[ 37s
[]eote 829
[t 1,597

More b : New York State Birth ;
ot New York State Birth Index - 1887 New York State Birth
Index - 1904 : ' Index - 1903

Topics & Subjects & : : - :

< 'S = ¢ X -

new york 8,807 :
] ' New York State Birth ,
New York State Birth

Dwashingx:n 8,007 Index - 1938 Index-1913
D:‘:ama 4,860 = M = : "
Dcehf:'nis 2,937 6' eTH
F18lnsidn n 020 ' 8q l 13

Susan B. Mueller, Copyright 2021



HERITAGEQUEST

» Online, free with library card

» Family, lineage, and local histories
» Books (even In copyright)

» Owned by ancestry

» Download/view books
one page at a time



NEWSPAPERS - BIRTH

» Birth announcement
» Birthday parties
v Age
v Attendees (parent, grandparent,
sibling names)
» High school/college graduation
» Join military



NEWSPAPERS - MARRIAGE

» Marriage license application
» Engagement announcement

» Wedding

» Anniversary celebration
(names of children)

» Years ago features



NEWSPAPERS - DEATH

» Dates of death, burial information,
and even cause of death

» Obituaries around since 1800s

» Standard practice beginning
end of 19t century

» Estate sales, executor, death notices
» Post-funeral thank you notices



SEARCH TIPS

» Search local newspaper and surrounding
area newspapers

» Before estimated death date

» Funeral articles (pall bearers, church
affiliation)

» Several months following death

» Search for death of spouse
and/or siblings



OBITUARY LIMITATIONS

» Information in obituaries, death certificates
usually provided by survivors

» Information may not be accurate

» Add updated/corrected information In
brackets to a typed copy of original and
include original with typed copy



ACCIDENTS

» National news

» Search for accident
details/features

e =

STRUCK BY LIGIITNING.~Two young
men named Schrockoungost, brothors, re-
siding near Rural Village, Armstrong
county, were struck by lightning on Wod-

nesday afternoon of Jast week ana instant-
ly killed. ‘I'hey had been ongaged in har-
vesting, andd at the time ot their sudden
and terriblo death wore engagod in shock-
inz wheat. A sudden storm coming up
tuey were just about io quit work when
ihe electric fluid descended and instantly
doprived them of life. 'he ONG Wus a mir-
viel wman, with a family,

P

C S S—— T —

» The Indiana Democrat, Indiana, PA
Thursday, 16 Jul 1874, page 3
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CURRENT NEWSPAPERS

» Newspaper home pages
» Use google search for story

» Use FB to have someone
access for you

» Obituaries (only) through
legacy.com



WWW.LEGACY.COM

28 THE WOODSBORO GAZETTE; ¥Friday, Dice

» Major world newspapers e S

> Complete recent obituaries (2000 & |

High School,
died today due to

to the general br
orwar

boyfriend Stey

is survived b

and a flamire, @ * ppary op MR EMIL

» Abbreviated obituaries, older dates . it

-

By the death of Mr. Emil Vieler, Bexhill hag
lost one of its oldest tradesmen and most re
spected residents. Deceased, who wasa photo
grapher and was sixty-one years of age, pas¢ec

fiouse

k

Station-road, the causo of death Loy bear:  WIf@, Wendy

- - \ away at his residcuco, Rembrandt
failure. smerfon, WA;
Mr. Vieler was born in Iserlohn, s town in y '
Westphalia, in Germany, aud spent the Brst Ith, Colorado
ten years of his lifo there. When be had [sfers, James
arrived at that age his parents left Germany

for England, settling in Bradford, the busy Heather [TY)

manufacturing lown 1o West Yorkshire. There (Kitk) Lunnen,
his father ontered into business as a foreigu |

produce merchant, an was woll and widcly iamsal, Chan-
nown, and 1u thut busy centre of life anil Jily, UT, Jared
industry Mr. Vieler rccoived his education. !

When he grew to'vards manhood he travelled

u n
th Almenca. visiting )‘?w York and several ol englneev and
the large towns in the United States ; and the
experience he gathered thiere stood him in good nse of humor
stead in after life. His quiet, artistic tastes sy fOl' DOOPIG
induced him to choose the photographic pro- vad qnymmg

fession. He was for some years associated K
avith Mr. Sachs, of Bradford. ¥iie commonced tially hiking,
business oir his owu account in Huddersield 1@ beach, He
in 1875, and thére he remained for somo seven th H n
teen yoars. Hte married Miss Russell, the QINENL HE W
daughter of & well-knownliradford businese
man ; and he had earriedop’business in Bexhill| 12 no t
for twenty years. - " on a
The funeral took place at- Bexhill Ceme. DOI, 3401 S.
tery on Friday afternoon. A service was co win will be
ducted at the house by the Rev. J. Usborue.
The mourners were Mts. Hobden, Miss Fior. §5-11:45 a.m.
ence Vieler, and Miss Ada Vieler (dnughlers).HOI PO[‘(
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Vieler (son and daughter- %
in-law); Mr. Rudolph Vieler (brother:, 'Ar,
William Hobden (son-in-law), Mr. Harry Booth
Mr. Cecil Penn, Mrs. Mummery, Mrs. WWims-
hurst, Mrs. Parsons, and Miss Schofield.



http://WWW.LEGACY.COM/

LEGACY.COM

Legacy.

Where Life Stories Live On®

Last Name

More Options »

" SEARCH OBITUARIES BY
NEWSPAPER

JS MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
Milwaukee, WI

m NORTHIERSEY COOM
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OBITFINDER®

ObitFinder® searches obituaries from more than 1500 national & international newspapers.

The newspaper obituary information in ObitFinder® is updated daily, and searches obituaries
dating as early as February, 2001.

: o Past 24 hours
Al states |~ [l Al obituaries e
Past 2 Weeks
&z Past 30 Days
Past 6 months
Obituaries Home Page Past Year
2010-2016
2000-2009
All Records

m
m
m

Obituary
Messenger

Free Obituary Alerts

' E-mail notifications for specific
names, towns, & more » Sign up

Already registered? Sign in

o
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OTHER NEWSPAPERS

» Stories and/or obituaries not
iIncluded In larger newspapers

» Foreign language and other
ethnic newspapers

» Religious newspapers
» School newspapers




HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS

» Cyndi’s List

» Chronicling America
» Godfrey.org

» Google newspapers
» BGSU site

» Theancestorhunt.com

» Newsbank

» Fultonhistory.com
(alternate search)

> NY state historical
newspapers

» PA newspapers



CYNDI'S LIST

> General resources  » Books

> How to » Magazines, journals
> Newspaper » Libraries, archives,
directories (alpha) MUSEUMS

> Social networking > Microfilm, microtiche
> Obituaries > Video + audio



CHRONICLING AMERICA
» Library of Congress
» Digitized, 1836-1925
» State Indices of available newspapers
»Don’'t make search too restrictive



CHRONICLING AMERICA

» US newspaper directory 1690-2017

1. The daily Democrat. (Jamestown, N.Y.) 1877-1879

2. The Post-journal. (Jamestown, N.Y.) 1966-current

3. The morning news. (Jamestown, N.¥.) 1885-1897

4. Jamestown evening times. (Jamestown, MN.Y.) 1897-1777

Libraries that Have It: The Post-journal.
Jamestown, N.¥. {(1966-current) (Jﬂlllﬂﬁtﬂ‘ﬂl N.Y )
-’ L L ]
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GODFREY.ORG

GODFREY LIBRARY

Hours
The Library is open

. ! to patrons
OD Tuesday, 9 am to 4 pm
Memorial Library Wednesday, 12 pm to 8 pm
O - Thursday, 9 am to 4 pm
NLINE Friday, 9 am to 4 pm
ist & 3rd Saturday,
9am to 1pm

o The Internet Branch of Godfrey Memorial Library

A Library of Genealogy, History and Biography

Online Access is always 24/7!
OPPORTUNITIES

MEMBERSHIPS SEARCH

EVENTS

New

Godfrey
Scholar+

Genealogy and Family History
Open to the Public

‘ Book Sale

€/ Godfrey AGBI | — e Godfrey
’& - Scholar* Search [N E&( Fund
‘ " !EE [ [ [

|

30



Godfrey Memorial Library Scholar™ Home Page
Welcome suepasta to Godfrey Scholar Guest Level

SEARCH BROWSE BY CATEGORY
Enter a first and/or last name in the boxes below and click search. Categories
That will start a search for the name in all databases and certain
digital content within the category selected. American Genealogical-Biographical Index
Biographies
First Last Cemeteries
Name [ Name Church Records
Directories
_ : Finding Aids
Category | All Categories " Search | Foreign
Funeral Home Records
Genealogies
Godfrey Digital Content on WVR
Our most popular databases Helpful Websites
How to use the Scholar
Ed Laput Newspaper || Godfrey Digital Helpful M?‘P 8 .
Cemetery Project || Archives on WWR || Websites i’%lhtal}
Most Pa
LEdLyour Erofile | |.Log Oul State and Local Histories
G o o G Vital Records
® Back to Previous Level |
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Godfrey Memorial Library Scholar™ Helpful Domestic Websites

Our librarians and research volunteers have compiled 7470 links to websites that are helpful in researching history.
biography. and genealogy within the United States. The links are organized by state. and within each state by category. Click
on any number in the chart below and a page with the corresponding links will open.

Please let us know if you discover any broken links. And certainly feel free to tell us about links to websites that you use in
your research and we will add them.

v || = 3
L «
= m || Q| — w | 8 2]
2 | £ HEARIEI PR E: El2lel5(E]e
olgls|el&l®|e slalBlElElzlz]|S]S]=
Elslel2|S|S|2|c|2|&|2|E|EE|2|8|3]|E
slel=(lLFlelall=SlS|™ alal&(5 (&
Slelelsls|e|8|=|E S EELE
& | B SI218(° ® SIS|=F|E|5
<5 5|8 = =
S A= z
e =
Alabama 5 | 30 2 4 1 6 || 12 1 || 8 6 12 | 5 || 92
Alaska 4 1 || 2 (| 4 || 2 3|1 2 1 || 20
Arizona 13 1 2 | 14 || 1 3 2 [ 4| 3 42| 1 |f 8%,
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United States Online Historical Newspapers

Expand your research by checking out the United States Online Historical Directories here.

GOOGLE Alabama | Alaska Arizona Arkansas |California| Colorado

Connecticut| Delaware | District of Florida Georgia | Hawai'i
Columbia
INDEX ldaho lllinois Indiana lowa Kansas | Kentucky
Louisiana | Maine Maryland |Massachusetts| Michigan | Minnesota
ONLINE Mississippi| Missouri Montana Nebraska Nevada New
Hampshire
New New New York |North Carolinal| North Ohio

NEWS‘ Jerse Mexico Dakota
Oklahoma| Oregon |Pennsylvania| Rhode Island South South

Carolina Dakota

PAP Tennessee | Texas Utah \Vermont Virginia |Washington
West Wisconsin| Wyoming

Virginia

33
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C
The Cabinet

141 issues

May 27, 1992 - Dec 11
The Calgary Weekly
Herald

216 issues

Jan 11, 1888

The Calhoun-Liberty
Journal

Aar 17 120/
-Aug 17 1894

Le Camarade
g issues
Jan 11. 1913 -Jun7

Camden Democrat
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2008

Le Cahier

4 cCcClrIncC
1 ISSUeS

Sep 1, 1971 -Sep 1

Calhoun Times
1 511 Issues

Dec 13, 1924 -

1971

Nov 29, 2008

California Oil Worker

FYa L Sy
1Y ISSUES

Feb 6, 1922 - Dec 18

1922

The Cambridge City

Tribune
2,428 issues

o, TV Ivouvg

1869 - Jul 27

The Camp Verde

May 13

1939

Journal

GOOGLE HISTORICAL
NEWSPAPERS

The Calgary Daily
Herald

7,750 issues

Sep 8, 1888 - Nov 5, 1948
Calhoun Times and
Gordon County News

The Calgary Herald

......

Calhoun Times/rome

News-Tribune

057 issues

S 2006

Aan 2 1QR7 A 9] A
Jan 3. 1967 - Aug 26

The California Star

81 issues

~n

larm O 4 0QA7 b o ) OAO
Jan 9. 1847 - Dec 23, 1848

Cambridge Reveille

07 ieciloc
0Z ISSUEeS

-

Oct 27, 1817 - Dec 28, 185!

La Campagne

Q1 iccinc

10 iIssues

Dec 4, 2005 - Jan 7, 2006

The Californian

214 issues

1893 - Dec 30 1893

Jan 4

The Cambridge Times

RO it w e
148 Issues

1908 - Oct 15, 1919

Jun 5

Le Canada

14 RQQ icciinc



Pennsylvania Online Historical Directories - listed by
county

Expand your research by checking out the Pennsylvania Online Historical Newspapers here.

Unsure of which county your city, town or village is a part? Check out RootsWeb's Town/County Locator here.

Adams | Allegheny Armstrong Beaver Bedford Berks Blair

Bradford Bucks Butler Cambria |Cameron| Carbon Centre
Chester Clarion Clearfield Clinton | Columbia| Crawford Cumberland
Dauphin | Delaware Elk Erie Fayette Forest Franklin
Fulton Greene Huntingdon Indiana | Jefferson| Juniata Lackawanna

Lancaster] Lawrence Lebanon Lehigh Luzerne | Lycoming McKean
Mercer Mifflin Monroe [Montgomery Montour Northampton/Northumberland
Perry | Philadelphia Pike Potter |Schuylkilll Snyder Somerset
Sullivan |Susquehanna Tioga Union |Venango| Warren Washington
Wayne Westmoreland Wyoming York

Statewide

Pennsylvania Business Directory, Ulman, 1854-5 - Free (Don's List)

Pennsylvania Business Directory, Ulman, 1854-5 - Free (Historic Pittsburgh)

Monongahela and Youghiogheny Valleys Directory, Thurston, 1859 - Free (RootsWeb)
- transcribed
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BGSU, FREE BY STATE

Historical U.S. Newspapers Online: Home

LibGuides / Historical U.S. Newspapers Online / Home

A guide to historical U.S. newspapers that are freely available on the Internet.

B3 : - o

This LibGuide No Longer Being Updated

|Z
1O
o
|70
[
I—
[=
<
1=

G H | K| L| M

|=n

As of June 1, 2019 this LibGuide is no longer being updated because | am retiring at the end of June. If you are looking for newspapers that

aren't listed here, a great source to try is:

e The Ancestor Hunt: Newspaper Links

Identify a U.S. Newspaper Newspapers Are Arranged by State Author of this LibGuide

from a Place and Time

To find the newspaper you want, click on the first letter of the
: ' - ‘
MeEibisonEegiEss Sien alphabet for the state in which it was published. 3
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THEANCESTORHUNT.COM

» Lessons

> Links
v Obituaries
v Newspapers
v' Photos
v BMD links

Obituaries BMD Links Photos Yearbooks more...

Newspaper Links

Home Newspapers

Welcome Ancestor

A Hunters!
Social wall - SocialMediawall.10

Inside you will find the lessons

this ancestor hunter has learned
Free Searchable Tuoto Collections :t.‘;-ﬁ ’5“ l / nm-hu ir;oc‘}lhc‘ﬂonl as I haye traveled the bumpy and
.‘ 7 ~ £3 P2 | satisfying road to my ancestors.
s L e Just click on one of the boxes on

n : Today's 100 Free Online ity BN\ TV, p TR gy the left to read a recent article.

Yearbooks - July 16,2018 BN\ e

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR BRITISH COLUMBIA

|

Yearbooks from high school or
college are one of the most fun

: British Columbia Online
set of records for a aenealoaist

Newfoundland and Labrador
Ilendratnd Dacanciverns

37
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STATEWIDE NEWS SITES

» Arizona

» California

» Colorado

» Connecticut
> Florida

» Georgia

> lllinols

» Indlana

» Kansas

» Kentucky

» Maine

» New York

» North Carolina
» Ohlo

»QOregon
»South Carolina
> Texas

> Utah

> Virginia
»\Washington
»>\Wyoming



—

—— NYS HISTORIC NEWSPAPERS

Home About I Titles | Search |Centﬂbute| Help Pages Available: 7,735,815

Welcome!

*‘5 '_ e

access to a Wide range
a\ )

of newspapers chosen
fl
niq :
ar i
|~

| ¢ ‘ 2

Search Tab finnd
58 mpire State
: oy . ' Library Network
4 - Senece Washingtor
Orleans

Site restored with

limited damage. Please
read more here.

Northern New York
Library Network

Schenectady
Rensselaer
Schoharle

Subscribe

Columbia

Interested in hearing Cheautaugus
our latest news?
Subscribe to our
newsletter!

Chemung |
| Tompkins

Click on a county to begin searching or browsing titles.
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FULTONHISTORY.COM

» Over 51 million historical newspapers,
US & Canada

» Tom Tryniski, retired engineer
» Totally free

» Use alternate
search engine



Results: 3 files / 30 hits Filter

F u ltO n Sea rCh # Dates Excerpt Paper Added
Alternative search interface for
over 47,059,000 historical 1 1912-1916 70 hits PortVille NY 2011-12-05
newspaper pages from " " . . . ) Review
www fultonhistory.com (Old TH» PO*TVILLB REVIEW *f * Get the Habit of making your friends happy on Christma
Fulton NY Post Cards). Why e _..in Genesee Tuesday to cast their votes. Death of Mr. Peter Boyle. Postmaster, Boyle of this place received a message Sunday, telling him ...

-..York 13069 www.fultonhistory.com Filename: I:\Newspaper 15'PortVille NY Review'PortVille NY Review 1912-1916'PortVille NY Review 1912-1916 a -

2951 pdf ..

Peter Boyle postmaster

Direct Link | §f Highlighted  [3 Text

Type: boolean ’t’

Pages: «2949 42950 2951 2952» 2953 »

Results: 50 ’ v ‘

2 19121916 PortVille NY 2011-12-05
. s ) ) X ) Review
Region: TH» PO*TVILLB REVIEW *f * Get the Habit of making your friends happy on Christma
Q New York ’ s ’ ...in Genesee Tuesday to cast their votes. Death of Mr. Peter Boyle. Postmaster, Boyle of this place received a message Sunday, telling him ...
T -..York 13069 www.fultonhistory.com Filename: I:\Newspaper 15'PortVille NY Review'PortVille NY Review 1912-1916'PortVille NY Review 1912-1916 -
0788.pdf ...

Date range: -

: Direct Link = Highlighted | [3) Text
Fuzziness: - M
e Pages: « 7386 «787 788 789» 790»
[ Stemming
3 1913-1915 Bolivar NY Breeze  2013-04-04

[J Synonyms EXE
O Related words THE BOLIVAR BREEZE, THURSDAY, OCT. 29,1914 -rnn-rrar FRIKNDSHIP. VICINITY

LENT
-..on Henry Ray’s lot in Ceres township. DEATH OF PETER BOYLE Postmaster Boyle of this place re- ceived a telephone message shortly ...

-..York 13069 www.fultonhistory.com Filename: V:\Newspapers 21\Bolivar NY Breeze'Bolivar NY Breeze 1913-1915'Bolivar NY Breeze 1913-1915 - 0519.pdf ...
'O Reset form | Search help »

View papers / search by paper » Direct Link | #fh Highlighted | [3 Text

L 4 Pages: «517 4518 519 520» 521 »

41
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SUBSCRIPTION SITES

Review collection index before subscribing

» Genealogybank.com
» Newspapers.com
v Publishers Extra
» Newspaperarchives.com
» Ancestry.com



NEWSPAPERS ON ANCESTRY

» All access subscription includes basic
newspapers.com — search on
newspapers.com site

» Ancestry has other newspapers
v"Use location search, or

v'Restrict search to stories and
publications



RECENT RECORDS

» Online newspapers
» Google Is your friend
» Funeral home sites
» Bridal/baby reqistries
» Realty transfers

» Soclal media



FACEBOOK

» Genealogy interest groups

» Random acts of genealogical kindness
» Random acts of photo restoration

» Genealogy translations

» City/county/regional genealogy groups



HELP FROM A “FRIEND”

» Use social media (Facebook)
» Ask for suggestions

» Search yourself — post request to
access for-fee source

» Ask others to search
> Translations




Questions?

Finding & Using Historical Newspapers
Sue Mueller, Genealogy SIG Organizer,
Computer Users of Erie

suepasta (at) roadrunner.com

- &l B~

=\ | 7

An International
Association of Technology
& Computer User Groups



mailto:suepasta@roadrunner.com

