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üUnderstanding digitized collections

üLimitations of accuracy of even 

primary sources

üAccessing obituary, SSDI records

üBooks in and out of copyright

üOnline newspaper collections

üWork around with Facebook

OUTLINE
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üCensus records ï72 years (law)

üBirth certificates ï105 years

üDeath certificates ï50 years

üMarriage licenses; wills

üNewspapers

üHistory (including family) books

PUBLICRECORDS
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üIn order to search (usually pdf), scanning 

must have been OCR and clear copy

üSearch function only as good as copy is

üMany google e-books scanned as images! 

Cannot be searched

LIMITATIONS OF 
DIGITIZEDCOLLECTIONS
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üUsually indexed by machine

üUse CREATIVE searching

üUse wild card *

üNarrow by date, place, if possible

üAdd keyword where appropriate

üñFirstLastòname

DIGITIZEDCOLLECTIONS

5
SusanB.Mueller, Copyright2021



üAdams County, PA + cemetery records

üThompson Boyle + genealogy

üJohn Bowser + Mary Helm + genealogy

üMargaret Anderson + obituary

üOhio + free + death records

CREATIVESEARCHING
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LIBRARYRESOURCES
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üUniversity libraries

üLocal city/county libraries

üCounty library where ancestors settled

üMicrofilmed newspapers

üLocal indexes



üCounty marriage index
üNewspaper obituary index
üCemetery index
üMarriage index
üLocal/regional, genealogy links

DONõTFORGETCOUNTY/REGIONAL
HISTORICAL/GENEALOGYSOCIETIES

LIBRARIESCOULDHAVE
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üSome for library card holders only

üHeritageQuest

üSubscriptions ïNewsbank, 

Newspapers, Fold3

üECPLïobituary index, genealogy

ONLINE 
LIBRARYRESOURCES
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üIf using an index, start with

VSurname only

VNo date

üCall library, talk to genealogist

VMay have resource room

VSurname files

VBusiness, company files

ONLINESEARCHES

10
SusanB.Mueller, Copyright2021



üOut-of-copyright materials (before 1925)

üFull text downloadable (pdf)

üCensus records

üCounty history books

üFamily history books

üSome state indices

ARCHIVE.ORG
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ARCHIVE.ORG

Search here
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NYSTATEBMDINDICES
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HERITAGEQUEST

üOnline, free with library card

üFamily, lineage, and local histories

üBooks (even in copyright)

üOwned by ancestry

üDownload/view books 

one page at a time
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