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➢Understanding digitized collections

➢Limitations of accuracy of even 

primary sources

➢Accessing obituary, SSDI records

➢Books in and out of copyright

➢Online newspaper collections

➢Work around with Facebook

OUTLINE
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➢Census records – 72 years (law)

➢Birth certificates – 105 years

➢Death certificates – 50 years

➢Marriage licenses; wills

➢Newspapers

➢History (including family) books

PUBLIC RECORDS
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➢ In order to search (usually pdf), scanning 

must have been OCR and clear copy

➢Search function only as good as copy is

➢Many google e-books scanned as images! 

Cannot be searched

LIMITATIONS OF 
DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS
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➢Usually indexed by machine

➢Use CREATIVE searching

➢Use wild card *

➢Narrow by date, place, if possible

➢Add keyword where appropriate

➢ “First Last” name

DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS
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➢ Adams County, PA + cemetery records

➢ Thompson Boyle + genealogy

➢ John Bowser + Mary Helm + genealogy

➢Margaret Anderson + obituary

➢Ohio + free + death records

CREATIVE SEARCHING
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LIBRARY RESOURCES
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➢University libraries

➢Local city/county libraries

➢County library where ancestors settled

➢Microfilmed newspapers

➢Local indexes



➢County marriage index
➢Newspaper obituary index
➢Cemetery index
➢Marriage index
➢ Local/regional, genealogy links

DON’T FORGET COUNTY/REGIONAL
HISTORICAL/GENEALOGY SOCIETIES

LIBRARIES COULD HAVE
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➢Some for library card holders only

➢HeritageQuest

➢Subscriptions –Newsbank, 

Newspapers, Fold3

➢ ECPL – obituary index, genealogy

ONLINE 
LIBRARY RESOURCES
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➢ If using an index, start with

✓ Surname only

✓ No date

➢Call library, talk to genealogist

✓ May have resource room

✓ Surname files

✓ Business, company files

ONLINE SEARCHES
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➢Out-of-copyright materials (before 1925)

➢Full text downloadable (pdf)

➢Census records

➢County history books

➢Family history books

➢Some state indices

ARCHIVE.ORG
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ARCHIVE.ORG

Search here
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NY STATE BMD INDICES
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HERITAGEQUEST

➢Online, free with library card

➢Family, lineage, and local histories

➢Books (even in copyright)

➢Owned by ancestry

➢Download/view books 

one page at a time
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NEWSPAPERS - BIRTH
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➢Birth announcement

➢Birthday parties

✓ Age

✓ Attendees (parent, grandparent, 

sibling names)

➢High school/college graduation

➢Join military



NEWSPAPERS - MARRIAGE
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➢Marriage license application

➢Engagement announcement

➢Wedding

➢Anniversary celebration 

(names of children)

➢Years ago features



NEWSPAPERS - DEATH
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➢Dates of death, burial information, 

and even cause of death

➢Obituaries around since 1800s

➢Standard practice beginning 

end of 19th century

➢Estate sales, executor, death notices

➢Post-funeral thank you notices



SEARCH TIPS
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➢Search local newspaper and surrounding 

area newspapers

➢Before estimated death date

➢Funeral articles (pall bearers, church 

affiliation)

➢Several months following death

➢Search for death of spouse 

and/or siblings



➢ Information in obituaries, death certificates 

usually provided by survivors

➢ Information may not be accurate

➢Add updated/corrected information in 

brackets to a typed copy of original and 

include original with typed copy
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OBITUARY LIMITATIONS
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ACCIDENTS

➢National news

➢Search for accident 

details/features

➢The Indiana Democrat, Indiana, PA 

Thursday, 16 Jul 1874, page 3
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CURRENT NEWSPAPERS
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➢Newspaper home pages

➢Use google search for story

➢Use FB to have someone 

access for you

➢Obituaries (only) through 

legacy.com



➢Major world newspapers

➢Complete recent obituaries (2000 

forward)

➢Abbreviated obituaries, older dates

➢ Includes funeral home information

➢May include picture
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WWW.LEGACY.COM
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http://WWW.LEGACY.COM/


LEGACY.COM
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LEGACY.COM

Obituary 

Messenger
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OTHER NEWSPAPERS

Susan B. Mueller, Copyright 2021

➢Stories and/or obituaries not 

included in larger newspapers

➢Foreign language and other 

ethnic newspapers

➢Religious newspapers

➢School newspapers
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HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS
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➢Cyndi’s List

➢Chronicling America

➢Godfrey.org

➢Google newspapers

➢BGSU site

➢Theancestorhunt.com

➢Newsbank

➢Fultonhistory.com 
(alternate search)

➢NY state historical 
newspapers

➢PA newspapers



CYNDI’S LIST
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➢General resources

➢How to

➢Newspaper 

directories (alpha)

➢Social networking

➢Obituaries

➢Books

➢Magazines, journals

➢Libraries, archives, 
museums

➢Microfilm, microfiche

➢Video + audio



➢Library of Congress

➢Digitized, 1836-1925

➢State indices of available newspapers

➢Don’t make search too restrictive

CHRONICLING AMERICA
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➢US newspaper directory 1690-2017

CHRONICLING AMERICA
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GODFREY.ORG
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GODFREY.ORG
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GOOGLE  
INDEX 
ONLINE 
NEWS-

PAPERS
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GOOGLE HISTORICAL 
NEWSPAPERS
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BGSU, FREE BY STATE
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THEANCESTORHUNT.COM

➢Lessons

➢Links

✓ Obituaries

✓ Newspapers

✓ Photos

✓ BMD links

Susan B. Mueller, Copyright 2021
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STATEWIDE NEWS SITES
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➢Arizona

➢California

➢Colorado

➢Connecticut

➢Florida

➢Georgia

➢ Illinois

➢ Indiana

➢Kansas

➢Kentucky

➢Maine

➢New York

➢North Carolina

➢Ohio

➢Oregon

➢South Carolina

➢Texas

➢Utah

➢Virginia

➢Washington

➢Wyoming



HISTORIC 
NY STATE

NEWSPAPERS

39
Susan B. Mueller, Copyright 2021



➢Over 51 million historical newspapers, 

US & Canada

➢Tom Tryniski, retired engineer

➢Totally free

➢Use alternate 

search engine

FULTONHISTORY.COM
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SUBSCRIPTION SITES
Review collection index before subscribing

➢Genealogybank.com

➢Newspapers.com

✓ Publishers Extra

➢Newspaperarchives.com

➢Ancestry.com
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➢All access subscription includes basic 
newspapers.com – search on 
newspapers.com site

➢Ancestry has other newspapers

✓Use location search, or

✓Restrict search to stories and 
publications

NEWSPAPERS ON ANCESTRY
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RECENT RECORDS
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➢Online newspapers

➢Google is your friend

➢Funeral home sites

➢Bridal/baby registries

➢Realty transfers

➢Social media



FACEBOOK
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➢Genealogy interest groups

➢Random acts of genealogical kindness

➢Random acts of photo restoration

➢Genealogy translations

➢City/county/regional genealogy groups



HELP FROM A “FRIEND”
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➢Use social media (Facebook)

➢Ask for suggestions

➢Search yourself – post request to 

access for-fee source

➢Ask others to search

➢Translations



Finding & Using Historical Newspapers

Sue Mueller, Genealogy SIG Organizer, 

Computer Users of Erie

suepasta (at) roadrunner.com

Questions?

mailto:suepasta@roadrunner.com

