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OUTLINE

U Understanding digitized collections

U Limitations of accuracy of even
primary sources

U Accessing obituary, SSDI records
U Books in and out of copyright

U Online newspaper collections

U Work around with Facebook



PUBLICRECORDS

U Census records | 72 years (law)
U Birth certificates i 105 years

U Death certificates I 50 years

U Marriage licenses; wills

U Newspapers

U History (including family) books



LIMITATIONSOF
DIGITIZEDCOLLEECTIONS

U In order to search (usually pdf), scanning
must have been OCR and clear copy

I Search function only as good as copy Is

0 Many google e-books scanned as images!
Cannot be searched




DIGITIZEDCOLLECTIONS

U Usually indexed by machine

U Use CREATIVE searching

U Use wild card *

U Narrow by date, place, If possible
U Add keyword where appropriate
U N F I Lrasshanoe



CREATIVESEARCHING

U Adams County, PA + cemetery records
U Thompson Boyle + genealogy

U John Bowser + Mary Helm + genealogy
U Margaret Anderson + obituary

U Ohio + free + death records



LIBRARY RESOURCES

U University libraries

U Local city/county libraries

U County library where ancestors settled
U Microfilmed newspapers

U Local indexes



LIBRARIESCOULIHAVE

0 County marriage index

0 Newspaper obituary index

0 Cemetery index

0 Marriage index

0 Local/regional, genealogy links
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ONLINE
LIBRARY RESOURCES

U Some for library card holders only
U HeritageQuest

U Subscriptions I Newsbank,
Newspapers, Fold3
U ECPLT obituary index, genealogy



ONLINESEARCHES

U If using an index, start with
V Surname only
V No date
U Call library, talk to genealogist
V May have resource room
V Surname files
V Business, company files




ARCHIVE(ORG

U Out-of-copyright materials (before 1925)
U Full text downloadable (pdf)

U Census records

U County history books

U Family history books

U Some state indices



ARCHIVIEANRG
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NY STATE BMDINDICES

Media Type

lel:—dicns -
Dtexts

I:Imovies 9,683

Ddats 12

More P

Availability
I'__,Avsilsble to Borrow 57,208

DAlwsys Avsilsble 27,594

Year

D2020 485
|:|20 19 869
I:]ZO 18 442
DZO 17 375
D20 18 828
DEO 15 1,597
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Topics & Subjects &

I:lnew york 8,807
Dwashington 8,007
Dobsma 4,860
I:Icelifc-rnia 2,937
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New York State
Death Index

New York State Birth
In_c_iex - :1994

New York State
Birth Index

New York State Birth
Index - 1887

PVRRA Nt aantbantntanntaainel |

[S] * &

- =23\ RECLAIM
THE RECORDS

New York State
Marriage Index
102
TEMS
New York State Birth
New York State Birth St el
Index - 1893 T
gocomlllehtar ¢ x |

New York State Birth
Index - 1903
s ;) i 77* -
e e se Bl New York State Birth
Rectatm The Recorss Index-1813

o) * ] S ~~i -

BDIRTH a |3 |8 o |
1&gl 13



U Online, free with library card

U Family, lineage, and local histories
U Books (even in copyright)

U Owned by ancestry

U Download/view books
one page at a time



