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Whatôs an App?

ÅApp is a modern term for a software application

ÅIt is most often used in reference to a mobile app or a small 
piece of software that runs on a website 

ÅIt's typically used to describe anything that isn't a full-fledged 
software program, but even that line has become blurred

ÅDownload and access apps directly using your computer, 
smartphone, tablet or other electronic devices, including 
smart TVs and smartwatches. 



Three Types of Apps

Desktop ïMobile ïWeb

ÅDesktop apps usually consist of all the features of a program

ÅDesktop apps use a mouse, keyboard and large display

ÅThe mobile equivalent is a simpler and easier-to-use version

ÅMobile apps are designed to be accessed with a finger or 
stylus on a small screen



Three Types of Apps

Desktop ïMobile ïWeb

ÅWeb apps are designed for use with  the Internet and a web 
browser

ÅFile income taxes online

ÅManage finances

ÅText and video chatting

ÅCalendars

ÅKeep track of your to-do list



Examples of Apps

ÅPodcasts

ÅMaps

ÅPlay games and music

ÅRead e-books

ÅWatch videos

ÅShop online

ÅPlan vacations

ÅPlan Meals



Examples of Apps

ÅManage your medication

ÅGet reminders for taking pills

ÅTrack your blood pressure

ÅRx refill reminders so you can restock your 
meds

ÅMeditation

ÅSharpen your brain



Should I update my Apps?

ÅYes 

ÅUpdates often have security patches that protect your 
information and your device from the latest malware



App Extensions

ÅAndroid extension is usually .apk. 

ÅApple iOS extension is usually .idp.

ÅBoth Operating Systems will open other extensions if they 
have the correct programs or apps installed, just like a 
regular computer: .jpg, .mpg, 



Number of Apps ï3 rd Qtr. 2018

ÅGoogle Store - 2,100,000

ÅApple Store - 2,000,000

ÅMicrosoft Store - 669,000

ÅAmazon App Store - 450,000

ÅChrome Web Store ï180,000



Difference between Android and 
Apple Apps

ÅMajor differences between apps for the iPhone and the iPad 
versus Android systems is that the iPad and iPhone 
applications are available only at the Apple Store

ÅThe most common source for Android apps is the Google 
Play Store



Where to find Apps

ÅYou can also download Android apps from Amazonôs  
Appstore for Android

ÅDownload Microsoft apps from the Microsoft Store

ÅDownload apps and extensions from the Chrome Web 
Store

ÅThis presentation is about Android, Chrome and Windows 
10 apps



Is it safe to download apps?

ÅApple apps are considered almost completely safe to 
download as Apple maintains control over the applications 
that are in the Apple Store

ÅApps may be free or for pay

ÅUsually the cost is fairly low if you have to pay for one



Is it safe to download apps?

ÅAndroid users should know that downloading an app from 
outside Google Play is inherently unsafe. 

ÅSince there is no central authority to vet them.

ÅAnyone with programming skills can write an app and 
make it available for download. 

ÅGoogle Play Protect helps keep your device safe and 
secure

ÅIt runs a safety check on apps before you download them



Google Play Services

Å To find out which version of Google Play Services is on 
your device, go to 

Å Settings | Apps | Application List | Google Play Services 

Å If your version reads higher than 11 you're in luck and 
Google Play Protect is already working on your device.



Google Play Services



Google Play Services

ÅChecks your device for potentially harmful apps from other 
sources. 

ÅHarmful apps are sometimes called malware.

ÅWarns you about any detected potentially harmful apps 
found

ÅRemoves known harmful apps from your device.

ÅWarns you about detected apps that violate Googleôs 
Unwanted Software Policy by hiding or misrepresenting 
important information.

https://www.google.com/about/unwanted-software-policy.html


What else do you need to do to 
stay safe?

ÅRead reviews

ÅPeople will often rate an infected app poorly and will 
usually warn others through the app review. BUT be aware 
that there are reviewers paid for either positive or negative 
reviews.

ÅUse strong antivirus protection such as:

ÅAvast Mobile Security & AVG Antivirus ïFree. Both are 
owned by Avast

ÅAvira Antivirus Security - Free

ÅBitdefender Antivirus - Free

ÅESET Mobile security for Android ïFree

ÅMalwarebytes - Free



What else do you need to do to  
stay safe?

ÅWhen you sign up with an app store or download individual 
apps, you may be asked for permission to let them access 
information on your device.

ÅStop and small the roses!



Privacy Po licy

Read the appôs Privacy Policy

ÅShould detail what information they are accessing and how 
they will use that information

ÅKnow that before you connect with any app

ÅIt's essential that you read (or, at the very least, browse 
over) the app's Privacy Policy



What types of data can apps 
access?

ÅSome apps may be able to access:

Åyour phone and email contacts

Åinternet data

Åcalendar data

Ådata about the deviceôs location

Åthe deviceôs unique IDs

Åinformation about how you use the app itself



What types of data can apps 
access?

ÅWhat data will the app collect? And why?

ÅHow will it use that data?

ÅAre you OK with this?

ÅRemember: There are probably similar apps that may not 
do/need this info. 

ÅIf you disagree with what the app/company is doing with data 
collection or usage, search for something else



What types of data can apps 
access?

ÅWebsites you visit

ÅApps you use

ÅInformation you provide when you are using the device

ÅApp developer

ÅApp store

ÅAdvertiser

ÅAd network

ÅMay share it with other companies



What types of data can apps 
access?

ÅSome apps access only the data they need to function

ÅOthers access data thatôs not related to the purpose of the 
app

ÅCheck privacy settings on your device

ÅLook for ways to ñopt-outò of data collection in app privacy 
policy



Why do some apps collect 
location data?

ÅMaps

ÅInformation about who you might know nearby

ÅCoupons for nearby stores

ÅProvide location data to ad networks

ÅCombine it with other information in their databases 

ÅTarget ads based on your interests and your location

ÅSell advertising space for a lower cost or to make money



What else do you need to do 
to  stay safe?

Read the apps permissions

ÅWhat permissions does the app need?

ÅShould an app like this need that information?

ÅDoes the flashlight really need to know your location?

ÅAre you comfortable with giving them information they really 
don't need?

When installing apps you may be given a list of what the app 
wishes to access. You may have the opportunity to limit the 
access, deny it, or to skip the request and install without 
allowing the access.



What else do you need to do 
to  stay safe?

ÅDo not root your device or change the default security 
settings.

ÅWhat does root mean?

ÅRooting is a process that allows you to attain root access to 
the Android operating system code (the equivalent term for 
Apple devices id jailbreaking). 

ÅIt gives you privileges to modify the software code on the 
device or install other software that the manufacturer 
wouldn't normally allow you to.



Windows 10 Apps

ÅThe Microsoft Store is inside Windows 10

ÅIf you have customized your Start Menu and Task Bar and 
removed the Microsoft Store shortcut

ÅType Store in the Search box

ÅFor easy access, pin it to Start for the Taskbar



Windows 10 Apps

ÅClick on the Tile or Taskbar icon to open the Store



Windows 10 Apps

ÅClick on the down arrow in Charts / Best selling

ÅClick on Top free and explore



Windows 10 Apps



Windows 10 Apps

ÅOther categories



Windows 10 Apps

ÅClick on app you want to download

ÅRead the details



Windows 10 Apps

ÅScroll down to This app can

ÅClick Permissions Info



Windows 10 Apps

App Permissions

ÅIf you donôt want an app to use any of the features listed, you 
can choose not to install it.

ÅSome apps or games in Microsoft Store are designed to take 
advantage of specific hardware or software capabilities on 
your Windows device.

ÅA photo app might need to use your phone's camera, or a 
restaurant guide might use your location to recommend 
nearby places. 



Windows 10 Apps

ÅClick Get to download the app

ÅClick on Install

ÅClick on Launch



Windows 10 Apps

ÅSet up the app



Windows 10 Apps

ÅThe app (Spotify) has been added to Startup 

ÅIf you donôt want it to open every time you turn on your 
computer

ÅRight click on Start or the Taskbar and select Task Manager

ÅClick on Startup tab

ÅRight click on the app and choose Disable



Google Play

ÅGoogle Play is probably the best and safest site to obtain 
Android Apps

ÅGoogle makes an attempt to check the apps and remove 
those dangerous but due to the sheer number of them is not 
always successful. 

ÅThis is an app that will be on your Android phone. 

ÅJust as the Apple store is on the iPhone.



Google Play Budget

Coming Soon

ÅSpending too much money on apps and other digital 
content?

ÅBooks

ÅMovies

ÅTV shows

ÅMusicé.

ÅSet a monthly maximum budget 

ÅWhen you get close to the budget you set yourself, 
Android will send  you an alert notification.



Google Play Budget

How to set it up

ÅAccount > Purchase History

ÅTap Set Budget button and  add spending amount

ÅSave will take you to the

ÅñPurchase Historyò tab to

ÅSee what you set and a small line graph

ÅEdit or delete budget at any time

ÅThis does not include any previous subscriptions that might 
push you over budget

ÅEasy to track Play Store digital items



41



Buté. My 2nd . favorite 
place to find Android 

Apps
Å The Android section of Gizmo

Å According to Gizmo, "This list of Best Free Android Apps 
now includes 220 apps in 118 categories.ñ

Å Each of the recommended apps has been tested and 
evaluated by the community volunteers that 
regularly perform that service for Gizmo, and 
present diverse opinions on the apps listed.



My 2nd . favorite place to 
find Android Apps

They also have a free newsletter 



Reviews and sources for Ap ps
MakeUseOf is a review and source site that is very useful



Reviews and sources for Apps
MakeUseOf selection of their choice of the best 
Android apps

Å


