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● Chromebook
● Chromebox
● Chromebase
● Chromebit

Chrome OS hardware:



The Classic Chromebook

Chromebox
Made by 
most all 
hardware 

makers

$150  >  $400

$1500



Chromebox / Chromebase

Chromebox

Chrome base



Chromebit

Asus
@ $ 85



stateless operating system

low purchase cost

fast boot speed

extended battery life

automatic updates

no antivirus software

Chrome OS advantages:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1bzZRxesoQ


 

Apps @ Chrome WebStore



15 GB 
Online storage

(space may be used 
to store anything)

pre-configured 
with three

 sharing options 
(view, comment. edit)

Google cloud storage



Google Drive

DOCs: Word Processor

Sheets: Spreadsheets

Slides: Presentations

Saves in its own format
Download in MS format
                 or as PDF files
Import MS Office files

Files created with Google 
Drive do not count against
your 15GB of online storage



Google Drive File manager



Personally I use a mouse over the gesture pad





In two recent Chromebook classes we installed
some basic apps from the Chrome Store: 

GMail Offline (edit offline, then sync online)

  
Google Calendar (edit offline, then sync online)
  

COG (a simple system hardware viewer)



We successfully used:
Google Voice Recognition in Google Docs

Remember Voice Recognition is different than 
Google Voice (phone) or Google Talk (messaging) 

(For personal security I normally keep the mike off and 
never control the Chromebook or search via voice).



At another session we concentrated on Google Drive:

Google Docs: create and edit a document

Google Sheets: create and edit a simple spreadsheet

Google Slides: create and edit a presentation

imported Microsoft Office files

exported Google files as Microsoft Office or PDF files

demoed Google Drive Sharing (view, comment. edit)



added 2GB Dropbox storage

added uBlock Origin to improve browser page loading

   

added Chrome Remote Access

suggested: XMarks and LastPass

Setup and demoed Google Cloud Printing to a Windows 
computer with a legacy parallel-port HP Laser Printer.



Chromebook’s Special Keys

https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/1047364?hl=en

https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/1047364?hl=en
https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/1047364?hl=en


No native Chrome app. Skype has issues with some 
Chromebook audio hardware using two different 
Android tweaks (ARC ). 
  

Google Hangouts gives superior results
but requires a Google Plus account.

Unfortunately, at this time Zoom does not 
support Chromebooks. 



What’s in the Chromebook tray?
1. notifications
2. network connection
3. bluetooth
4. video monitor (mirror / extend)
5. audio volume
6. settings
7. battery health
8. time / calendar
9. picture / sign out

10. help ( ? )
11. updates are ready to install
12. shutdown
13. lock



What can I do if something goes wrong?

● reset

● power wash
    this option removes all personal data from Chromebook
    use power wash before selling a Chromebook

● format and recovery
    identify and download a new ChromeOS



● Chromium os
○ Neverware Cloud-ready
○ Nayu-os
○ Version for the Raspberry PI

● Linux
○ Chromixium (Cub)
○ Gallium OS
○ Crouton

ChromeOS look-a-likes:



I avoid recommending Chromebooks for:

● Hard-core Mac Users
● Windows or Office Experts
● Photographers / 

Photoshop Users
● QuickBooks Users
● Gamers
● and maybe YOU ?



Questions ?
“Why I recommend a Chromebook”

● Presentation Share: https://goo.gl/TlvsoV

● Presentation PDF: https://goo.gl/Ij9ZnS

● A complete plan for a 4 week Chromebook Class
(free: adapt for your club) https://goo.gl/SLGNli

Stew Bottorf - sbottorf@gmail.com
Host the FOSS, Linux and Chromebook SIGs

Tampa Bay Computer Society, Clearwater, FL
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