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Agenda

• Why post genealogy online?

• Where would I put my research?

• Good, Bad, Ugly of several major websites

− Ancestry.com

− FamilySearch.org

− MyHeritage.com / Geni.com

− WikiTree.com

Just the highlights! Your mileage may vary.

• Shaky Leaf Syndrome – Whatever comes along 

to research

• Research Methodology



1. Good for finding relatives and get hints for 

your research.

2. To supplement DNA tests and research

3. To share Photographs and documents

4. To backup your research

Why Keep Your Genealogy Online?



Some Websites for Keeping Your Tree Online

• Ancestry.com ($) Been in busy 32 years; major 

website for 16 yrs

• FamilySearch.org (Free) [Utah Genealogical 

Society founded in 1894;] Major website 16 yrs)

• MyHeritage.com (Partially Free) Founded in 

Israel; acquired Geni.com (Facebook App) and 

FamilyLink.com and several others; has 

agreement with NewspaperArchive.com($$)

• WikiTree.com (Free) 7 yrs; Websites only no 

records



Geeks - Post Your Own

• Export GEDCOM (Genealogical format that is 

flattened representation of your tree) from your 

software (Family Tree Maker, Roots Magic, 

Legacy, etc.)

• Import into program to convert to HTML 

(markup language of the web) Ged2X, 

Ged2Web, others (See Cyndislist.com)

• Place on Rootweb or your own website at a 

hosting company

• <NOT RECOMMENDED FOR NON-TECHIES>



Ancestry.com



Good – Ancestry.com

• Lots of databases and record images

• No limit to online tree; Multiple trees

• Living people kept private

• Can make entire trees private

• Trees are yours. (Not shared)

• DNA tests tied to trees

• Sync to Family Tree Maker software

• Place for Photos and Stories



Bad – Ancestry.com

• ‘Matches’ to other trees can be merged; Which 

leads to entire trees of information matched to 

others. (No original sources)

• Footnotes can be too generic

• Others can add your photographs and 

documents to their trees. 

• Cost will likely to continue to rise



Ugly – Ancestry.com

• In merging it’s very easy to get relationship 

pointers duplicated. (Two fathers, two mothers) 

Difficult to delete those errors.

• Family Tree Maker sync can get ‘wedged’. Also 

difficult to fix.



FamilySearch.org



Good – FamilySearch.com

• Lots of databases and record images

• No limit to size of online tree; Multiple trees

• Living people kept private

• Can make entire trees private

• Sync to Roots Magic & others

• Place for Photos and Stories

• Footnotes good.

• FREE! Not likely to change.



Bad – FamilySearch.org

• ‘Matches’ to other trees can be merged; Which 

leads to entire trees of information matched to 

others. (No original sources) 

• Your tree is shared with others. If you have a 

disagreement with another person the data can 

swap back and forth.

• Others can add your photographs and 

documents to their trees. 



Ugly – FamilySearch.com

• In merging it’s very easy to get relationship 

pointers duplicated. (Two fathers, two mothers) 

Hard to delete those errors. [Merging 2 people 

gives the child 4 parent relationships for 

instance.]

• Roots Magic sync can get ‘wedged’. Also difficult 

to fix.



MyHeritage / Geni - Good

• Geni now owned by MyHeritage.com

• Fantastic agreement with 

NewspaperArchive.com (Saves you $$$)

• Good citations

• Expanding their Influence



MyHeritage / Geni - Bad

• No records repository

• No research notes

• Cost (9.95/month)



MyHeritage / Geni - Ugly

• Can be tied to Facebook 

• No research notes

• Cost (9.95/month)



“Shaky Leaf” Syndrome

<Computer is leading you>



Ancestry.com – Shaky Leaves



MyHeritage.com



Geni.com – Blue Circles



FamilySearch.org – Record Hints 



Research 

Methodology



Professionals use GPS

• Genealogical Proof Standard 

<http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html>

− Reasonably exhaustive search

− Complete and accurate citation of sources

− Analysis and correlation of the collected 

information

− Resolution of conflicting evidence

− Soundly reasoned, coherently written conclusion



How to Apply to Online Searches

• Focus Your Search

• Record Your Citations & Research

• Brainstorm Your Next Tasks



Focus Your Search

• Ancestry.com Search->Card Catalog



Focus Your Search

• FamilySearch.org

Search->Records



Record Your Search

• Ancestry.com Shoebox

Home->Shoebox

This is not adequate to record the Who, What, When, 

Why, and Where of your research!



Record Your Search -Ancestry.com Shoebox



Record Your Search
FamilySearch.org

• Home >-Name

• Source Box 

− Folders



FamilySearch.org

• Source Box Entry (No notes)



Geni.com



Software that Supports Recording 
Research Tasks

• Roots Magic

• Family Tree Maker

• The Master Genealogist

• And others



Research Log



Timeline



Some Websites for Keeping Your 
Tree Online

• Ancestry.com ($) Been in busy 32 years; major 

website for 16 yrs

• FamilySearch.org (Free) [Utah Genealogical 

Society founded in 1894;] Major website 16 yrs)

• MyHeritage.com (Partially Free) Founded in 

Israel; acquired Geni.com (Facebook App) and 

FamilyLink.com and several others; has 

agreement with NewspaperArchive.com($$)

• WikiTree.com (Free) 7 yrs; Websites only no 

records
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