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Group Deal Sites

• Groupon.com

• LivingSocial.com

• Amazon Local (local.amazon.com)

• TravelZoo.com

• U-T San Diego Deals (deals.utsandiego.com)

– Your local newspaper or TV station may have one

• Moolala.com*

• SuddenValues.com*

*sites I have not purchased from



What’s the Deal?

• Meals

• Hotel Stays

• Goods

• Travel

• Entertainment

• Services

• Experiences



What is the Benefit?

• Savings

– Buy certificate that gives $X for $X/2

– Typically 40% to 50% or more off on hotels, 

tickets, events

• Recreational ideas

• Benefits can vary - be a savvy shopper



How Do Deals Work?

• Purchase online

– Limited time or quantity

• Print voucher

– Sometimes deal is booked directly - no voucher

• Reserve

• Redeem at vendor by expiration date

– Additional payments (tax) may apply

• After expiration, voucher is still good for 

paid value at vendor



Are There Restrictions?

• Each site and deal is unique

• Expiration (to use)

– Paid value is always available

• Black-outs

• Can have redemption rush near expiration 

date

• Be sure to research rules for refunds

– Deal sites will usually refund paid value if 

merchant refuses voucher









Other Group Deal Details

• Web sites

– Deals listed by type

– Deals listed geographically

• Emails

– Daily Gems

• Additional savings

• Typically need to set up an account



Costco / Costco.com

• Restaurant and event gift cards at discount

• Typical deal: $79.99 for $100 in gift cards

• Restaurants

• Theme parks and attractions



Entertainment Book

• Discount coupon book

– www.entertainment.com

• Available for many cities

• Additional coupons available online

• Dining, entertainment, travel, services

• Typical 2 for 1 on food

• Books list at around $40 but are discounted

• 2014 book good from fall of 2013 to 

11/1/14



Greg’s Recommendations

• Shop around

• Check the actual prices before buying

• Check for competing deals

• Look for additional discounts

• Plan before buying (will you use it?)

• Be sure to use before expiration date

– Keep track of your deals

• Have some fun experiences

• Save money!



Birthday Deals

• Deals you can get by joining merchant clubs

– Discounted or free meals

– Free dessert

– Other freebies

• Most are valid for a week or so around 
birthday, others only on the day

• Some merchants offer deals for your 
anniversary as well

• Some deals are good, others not so 
exceptional



More Birthday Deals

• Deals you can get by joining merchant clubs

– Rubio’s - free $7 food credit

– Jersey Mike’s - free sub and drink ON YOUR 
BIRTHDAY

– Free trip to Catalina ON YOUR BIRTHDAY

– Denny’s - free slam ON YOUR BIRTHDAY

– Mimi’s - free dessert (birthday & anniversary)

– Coco’s, Marie Callender's, Red Lobster and 
Red Robin offer birthday deals

• Find more by searching “birthday deals”


