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https://www.goodreads.com/
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http://www.ted.com/



https://www.reference.com/



http://www.webmd.com/





https://lagunita.stanford.edu/



https://lagunita.stanford.edu/





https://www.khanacademy.org/





https://www.thegreatcoursesplus.com/







http://lifehacker.com/tag/lifehacker-night-school



https://life.ucf.edu/



http://olli.umn.edu/





http://www.osherfoundation.org/







http://www.seniorlearningnetwork.com/





http://seniornet.com/





https://thelifelonglearningacademy.com/



Classes for seniors.
Some colleges offer continuing education classes specifically for adults age 50 and older. 

• These courses typically last a few weeks instead of an entire semester.  In his traditional 
undergraduate classes and adult classes, Andrew Carle, an assistant professor at George 
Mason University, presents similar information but leaves more time for questions and 
discussion with the older students. “When I talk to a group of retirees, hands will be going 
up all over the place concurrent with the presentation. You don’t see that quite as much 
from undergraduates or even graduate students,” he says. 

• There is also a network of Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes at approximately 120 colleges 
and universities in the U.S., including California Polytechnic State University, Texas Tech 
University, and the University of South Florida. These courses for older adults don’t 
require papers or exams, and the fees vary considerably by program. At George Mason, 
for example, the fees range from $125 to $350 annually for an unlimited number of 
courses over four semesters.



Online courses.

Many well-known universities such as MIT, Stanford, and Yale allow anyone to audit select courses 
online free of charge. Other colleges wave online course fees just for state residents above a 
certain age. 

For example, seniors age 65 and older in North Carolina can take public university courses in 
person, online, or through correspondence for credit without paying tuition. “The online courses 
are pretty neat because you don’t have to leave the house,” says Peter Rizzolo, 80, a retired doctor 
who has taken classes both online and in person at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and North Carolina State University on topics including American history, art, and Italian. “I’ve 
gotten literally thousands of dollar worth of credits—120 or so—for free," he says. "All I’ve paid for 
is my books and lab fees for courses like astronomy.” Shy students may be more likely to 
participate in online courses, Rizzolo adds. “Sometimes students are kind of hesitant to open their 
mouths and afraid to look foolish in class, but online you get time to think about it before you 
respond.”



Hidden Costs.

Even if you qualify for free tuition and watch out for fees, you'll still have to pay for things like 
books and parking (which is notoriously difficult to find and is a considerable expense on many 
college campuses.) 

Many traditional courses also have online components, so you may need a computer and 
Internet access. 

Says Margaret Rubega, an associate professor of ecology and evolutionary biology at the 
University of Connecticut, “I’m having the students use Twitter to make posts about what they 
are seeing in the bird life outside the course." She currently has one older student auditing her 
ornithology (bird science) class



http://www.aseniorcitizenguideforcollege.com/p/find-your-state-tuition-waivers.html



http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/seniorlearning/



http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/seniorlearning/

Keeping your brain active improves quality of life and enhances longevity.
Continuing Studies offers senior learners many opportunities to engage your mind, 
including:
• Noncredit classes where you can join others learning music, history, writing and 

more.
• Senior Guest Auditing of UW Courses. Wisconsin residents (as defined by state 

statute) age 60+ can audit non-participatory lecture courses at UW-Madison for free 
with the instructor’s approval. (Note: this does not include online classes or labs.) 
Admission to the university, instructor approval and enrollment are required.

• PLATO (Participatory Learning And Teaching Organization) is a senior learning 
organization that offers opportunities for members to actively engage their minds 
and connect with each other through participatory learning experiences. 

• Eloquence and Eminence is an award-winning lecture series by retired UW faculty 
known for their teaching excellence and scholarship. 

• Events including field trips, bus trips and lectures.

Other opportunities include
• Wednesday Nite at the Lab

Explore the unknown every Wednesday night. Discover the latest from UW-Madison researchers as they describe 
their investigations and inventions. 

• Global Hot Spots lectures
UW faculty provide a better understanding of the events shaping our society. These thought-provoking lectures focus 
on everything from politics, global health and economics to human rights and the environment. 

http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/noncredit-classes/index.html
http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/seniorlearning/guest-audit.htm
http://www.platomadison.org/
http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/collections/eloquence-eminence-faculty-lectures/
http://www.platomadison.org/calendar/category/events/


https://sites.google.com/a/pdx.edu/salc/home/new-auditors

Oregon residents aged 65 and older may audit most of PSU's regular classes on a 
space-available basis and pay no tuition. A few classes require materials fees that 
are paid directly to PSU. There are no education level requirements. Auditors are 
welcome to take classes year-round, during Fall, Winter, Spring, and/or Summer 
terms. 

SALC auditors can also receive a variety of other benefits, including free use of the 
PSU library, computer access, a PSU internet account and email address. Please 
note that SALC auditors are not eligible for financial aid, student jobs, student 
housing, and/or student health benefits.
SALC also sponsors the Retired Associates of PSU (RAPSU), a membership 
organization open to anyone who is 50 years of age or older. RAPSU members meet 
twice a month for programs of intellectual stimulation and fellowship.

http://library.pdx.edu/
http://sites.google.com/site/rapsuatpsu/


Tuition Waivers and Discounts

A number of colleges allow seniors to audit classes at no charge, and others 
offer hefty tuition discounts for classes taken for credit. More than 20 U.S. 
states – including New York – have mandated tuition waivers and/or 
discounts for older adults at public colleges and universities. Some Ivy 
League schools offer opportunities, too; an example is Columbia University‘s 
Lifelong Learners auditing program, where seniors are “silent citizens” of the 
classroom unless invited to speak!
Don’t worry – most schools welcome senior participation, recognizing that 
you have much to offer.

http://seniorplanet.org/free-school-the-secret-benefit-of-being-a-senior/

http://ce.columbia.edu/auditing/lifelong-learners-auditing-program


• Interested in film? You could take a History of American Film seminar at UCLA by way of the university’s 
free Senior Scholars program.

• Maybe you’re hooked on public affairs; how about Race, Inequality and Public Policy, also at UCLA? Or if 
you’re in Southern Florida, you could choose a ten-week course in international relations at FSU’s St. 
Petersburg campus using tuition waivers for Florida seniors.

• Say you like to read crime fiction. How about taking a Cybercriminology class starting in late August at 
NYC’s John Jay College of Criminal Justice as a Senior Citizen Auditor? Or might Miscarriages of Justice, a 
fall course at USF Tampa; or Serial Killers and Psychopaths, a course about the psychology of the criminal 
mind starting this fall at CA State University, Long Beach, be up your (dark) alley? California’s Senior 
Citizen Education Program allows seniors to enroll in a course for just $3.

• On the more practical side, many colleges offer courses for would-be entrepreneurs like Georgetown’s in 
DC, New Venture Creation, which seniors can take under the university’s Senior Citizen Non-Degree 
Auditor Program.

http://seniorplanet.org/free-school-the-secret-benefit-of-being-a-senior/

http://www.semel.ucla.edu/sites/all/files/users/user-450/SSBrochure0413.pdf
http://www.usfsp.edu/records/tuition-waivers-for-florida-seniors/
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/276.php
http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/aa/catalog/current/admissions/senior_citizen_education.html
http://scs.georgetown.edu/departments/33/senior-citizen-non-degree-auditor-program/admissions-and-tuition.cfm


• For random educational fun: Drama in the Archives at UT Austin, an exploration of scripts, 
production notes, costume designs and other ephemera from major theatrical productions that you 
can sample for reduced cost via Texas’s Senior Citizens Tuition Reduction Program.

• Soccer- A Mirror For Everything, part of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at SF State University –
a look at the World Cup and its global impact

• Arts courses in NYC include one in Popular Musics of the Caribbean at John Jay College in NYC and 
one in History of Photography at Hunter College; Hunter offers tuition-free admission for Senior 
Citizen Auditors.

• In Florida, you can take undergraduate and graduate courses at USF College of the Arts, including 
Theater Performance and Art History, under the Senior Citizen Audit Program.

• There are classes that didn’t exist when you were young: Sociology of Hip Hop Culture at FSU, 
or California Food History and Culture at UC Berkley.

http://seniorplanet.org/free-school-the-secret-benefit-of-being-a-senior/

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=563
http://www.campusce.net/sfsu/category/category.aspx?C=&S=77
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugprospects/admission/Senior_Citizen
http://www.arts.usf.edu/content/templates/?a=28&z=6
http://registrar.fsu.edu/bulletin/undergrad/depts/sociology.htm
http://lsdiscovery.berkeley.edu/detail_lsd.php?identity=315


In fact, every aspect of these programs – age, income, residential and educational 
eligibility, enrollment deadlines – varies from program to program, so you’ll have to 
do some web searching to learn what’s available specifically for you.

As a start, we suggest you go to the websites of universities, colleges and 
community colleges near you to find out what they offer. Because these programs 
are not well-publicized, you may have to dig a little to find the correct information. 
Search on the sites for terms like “lifelong learning,” “tuition waiver” and “mature 
students.”

http://seniorplanet.org/free-school-the-secret-benefit-of-being-a-senior/







• Techboomers
https://techboomers.com/start-here
• Coursera
https://www.coursera.org/
• Udemy
https://www.udemy.com/
• Goodreads 
https://www.goodreads.com/
• Lynda.com
https://www.lynda.com/

• AskAbbyStokes.com
http://askabbystokes.com/
• Sarasota library system
http://bit.ly/SRQlibrary
• Windows 10 Field Guide
http://bit.ly/Win10FieldGuide
• YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/

Example search topics for YouTube
• hang a picture on the wall
• remove a broken light bulb
• why do Chihuahuas lick people
• keep squirrels off bird feeder
• fix a Triumph TR3
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More Links Used



Do you have additional resources 
or comments ?


