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It is hard to believe that it is time once again to write 
this message. Time is moving way too fast for my likes. 
These past few months have been a personal positive 
gain as my husband has gone into remission from 
stage 4 cancer. I would like to thank all of you that 
sent your prayers and support. We take life one day 
at a time. 

APCUG is moving quickly along also. We had the most 
successful virtual conference a few weeks ago. There 
were more people attending than ever before, so it 
has been decided to have our annual meeting May 3rd, 
at the next virtual conference. This way we will be 
able to reach more of our members and hopefully 
make it a more informative meeting for all. Please put 
it on your calendar so you can participate. 

Membership is doing great; we have had several new 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ 
successful computer user group. Venues are 
becoming costly, it is difficult to find presenters, and 
volunteers are burning out. We all need to work 
together to keep our groups going, and APCUG is here 
to help. If you have a problem, please let your 
Regional Advisor know and he/she will try to help 
solve the problem. Remember, we are all volunteers 
and here because we want to help one another have 
a successful group. 

Speaking of members, is there someone in your group 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǘǳŦŦΚέ aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ 
should consider nominating them this fall when the 
APCUG elections are open. New ideas and fresh 
perspectives are good for any organization. Right now 



Quarter 2, 2014 APCUG REPORTS Page 2 
 

 

REGION 7 .................................................... 26 

REGION 8 .................................................... 27 

REGION 9 .................................................... 28 

21st Annual Southwest Technology & 
Computer Conference ................................ 45 

Social Media and Your Club ....................... 34 

Top Ten Reasons to Attend a Virtual 
Technology Conference VTC ...................... 33 

Using Surveys ............................................. 38 

What APCUG Offers ................................... 45 

 

there are Advisor positions that need to be filled. If 
you are interested or know someone who is, please 
have them contact Judy Taylour, jtaylour@apcug.org, 
who is the Advisor Chair for further information. 

Hewie Poplock, our Vice President and Webmaster 
continues to improve the http://apcug2.org/ website. 
There is always something interesting to read and 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƎǎΦ 
Your input is always welcome.  

If you have any comments or questions, please feel 
free to contact me at mvesta@apcug.org.  

Until next time, 

Marie Vesta 
APCUG President 

 

 

Membership  
Patty Lowry 

Membership Chairman 
plowryapcug@gmail.com 

 

APCUG welcomes the following new groups this year: Denver's Other Group 
Computer Club of Colorado, Sonoma Valley Computer Group of California, 
Tacoma Area Personal Computer User Group of Washington, The Computer 
Club of Hot Springs Village of Arkansas; Sun Village Computer Club, Sunland 
Village Computer Club, and Paradise Computer Club all of Arizona. 

Thank you to the user groups that update their information in the UGLS (User Group Locator 
Service). One thing to remember, the login for the UGLS is different from the login to the web 
site. They are two separate entities. If you need help, don't hesitate to contact me.  

Don't forget to check the Speakers Bureau and other APCUG benefits that you will find on the 
web site. They are updated from time to time. 

Patty Lowry 
Membership Chairman 
 

 
Return to Index 
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In Memoriam ς Rich Schinnell 
By Jim Evans, Director 

Rich Schinnell, who has been serving as 
!t/¦DΩǎ hƴƭƛƴŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ όh[{ύ /ƘŀƛǊ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ 
early March after suffering a massive stroke 
from which he never recovered. In recent 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ wƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !t/¦DΩǎ 
email and helping set up user group 
websites on our server. 

Rich had a very long history with APCUG, 
especially with our big conferences in Las 
Vegas, Chicago, Atlanta and New York. Rich 
was a big part of the on-site team that came 
together to pull off the conferences. One 
ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ !t/¦DΩǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ 
!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΩǎ WƻȅŎŜ DǳŀǎŎƘΩǎ ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 
crashed, Rich fixed it. Since it held all of the 

ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ !ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
background, he would do anything for APCUG and almost anyone associated with it. 

In addition to APCUG, Rich had a well-known computer bulletin board system (BBS) that he ran 
from 1982 to 1995. This was before the internet took hold. Dave Whittle of CoolHotNot says 
ά[ƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ƪƴŜǿ wƛŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ t/¦D ŀƴŘ !t/¦DΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳōǎcriber to his BBS in the 
'80s. I actually got the biggest smile I've ever seen from Rich when I told him that after I got to 
ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !t/¦DΦέ 

wƛŎƘΩǎ ..{ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƛƴ нллп ŦƻǊ ŀ ..{ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
see the entire 1 hour interview at https://archive.org/details/20040229-bbs-schinnell 

5ŀƴ IŀƴǎƻƴΣ ŀ Ǉŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ !t/¦D ǎŀƛŘ άL ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ..{ ς one 
of the first. One Spring Comdex in Atlanta we got a chance to talk in a suite with Dennis Hayes of 
IŀȅŜǎ aƻŘŜƳ ŦŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘΦέ 5ŀƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άwƛŎƘ ŘƛŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
the scenes that helped users, user groups and APCUG. As others have pointed out, his Navy 
background could make him seem gruff but he was really a sweetheart. He was also very talented 
with hardware. He won a contest at Fall Comdex ς Fastest Geek or something like that ς for 
building a PC faster than anyone else. I used to look forward to his writings in the Capital PC 
newsletter ς ƘŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ wƛŎƘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ !t/¦D ǊƻƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ±ŜƴŘƻǊ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
Coordinator Chairman for three years. Rye Livingston, former Adobe Vendor Representative had 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
technology either, but how things were going with each other in general. Also being a vendor he 
was great at checking in making sure everything was in order for our breakfast event or whatever 
we were doing. If there was any question or concern he'd go fix it, or find someone who could. A 
ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƎǳȅΦέ 

Joyce Guasch & Rich Schinnell 

https://archive.org/details/20040229-bbs-schinnell


Quarter 2, 2014 APCUG REPORTS Page 4 
 

 

Rich was one of the founding members of the Capital PC Users. He served as their President for 
three 3 years, as the Chairman of their Software Library Exchange for 7 years and as 1st Vice 
President for five years. As noted above, Rich was a columnist and contributing editor of their 
newsletter for over 20 years. 

wƛŎƘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ !t/¦D ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ CƻǊ 
four years he served as the coordinator of the Round Table Leadership and Management Training 
sessions that were held at our conferences. 

Judy Lococo, another past President of 
APCUG, ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ wƛŎƘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
the Build Your PC Race at Fall COMDEX. The 
contest involved how fast you could build a 
t/ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ wƛŎƘ ŎŀƳŜ 
back from the Tiger Software contest. He was 
almost ecstatic about winning the contest, 
considering all the talent that he competed 
against. Although he was smiling all over 
himself, he kept trying to pooh-pooh it as a 
matter of little importance, which I guess in 
the grand scheme of things was small 
potatoes. But the fact that they barred user 
groupies from participating in subsequent 
years was high praise to him. However, that 

was Rich; always helping out those less fortunate, and always playing it down. He was a hero to 
ƳŜΣ ǎƻ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΦέ 

The grand prize was a $5,000 check for wƛŎƘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Handicapped (CHI) located in a Maryland suburb of Washington DC. Rich was very involved with 
CHI. He served on their Information Technology committee where he: 

¶ Assisted in re-organizing and upgrading the original antiquated computer systems 

¶ Volunteered in running new cables throughout the CHI offices 

¶ Assisted in training the staff in using software 

¶ Recruited a IT system manager 

¶ Recruited a staff training instructor for computer software 

CƻǊ wƛŎƘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻrts with CHI, he elected to the Maryland Senior Citizens Hall of Fame in 2006. 

Professionally, Rich served in the United States Navy and retired in 1975. After that he worked 
for the Vitro Corporation, a major defense contractor, where he was employed as a Senior 
Programmer Analyst in their Information Center department. Rich retired from there 1994. 

²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ wƛŎƘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ нлмоΦ ά.ŜƛƴƎ 
a volunteer brings much joy to those who really get into it and enjoy helping. I have been an IT 
volunteer at the Centers for the Handicapped for over 15 years and learned an awful lot about 
the handicapped. Makes me feel very fortunate to have most of my faculties. Served as President 

Rich Schinnell @ Build Your Own PC 
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of Capital PC User Group for a few years and volunteered for APCUG for almost 20 years. Makes 
ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŎŀƴΦέ 

Rollie Cole, yet another former APCUG president, ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΦ άwƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ Ϧ!t/¦D 
insiders" who regularly smoked. That meant he had to step outside at a number of APCUG events. 
Occasionally, I would step outside with him, not to smoke, but to look at the outdoors and have 
a nice chat with Rich. As you say, he could be gruff, but he could also carry on a gracious 
conversation, and he provided virtually unliƳƛǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ !t/¦DΦέ 

Judy Taylour, Chair, Board of Advisors, remembers him wearing bell-bottom jeans. When asked 
where he got them, he said he bought many pairs just before he retired from the Navy. She was 
impressed that he could still wear the same size! Rich attended the Southwest conference in San 
Diego a couple of times and enjoyed visiting the big ships in the harbor as well as sitting in front 
of his bungalow and smoking his cigarettes. 

The author of this article would like to add a personal noteΦ άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !t/¦D ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ Ǿƛŀ {ƪȅǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘΦέ 

!t/¦D ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /IL /ŜƴǘŜǊǎΣ LƴŎΦ ƛƴ wƛŎƘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
donation, send it to: 

CHI Centers, Inc. 
10501 New Hampshire Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20903 
(301)445-3350 
 
 

Return to Index 
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APCUG Financial Summary  

Sandy Hart, Treasurer 
shart@apcug.org 

APCUG January-March 2014 Treasurer Report 

PayPal Beginning Balance 1-1-2014   97.20 

Bank of America Operating Account Balance 1-1-2014  9,724.82 

Income:       

 Membership - PayPal  650.00   

 Membership - Checks 1594.20   

 Online Services - Realware 196.97   

    2441.17  2,441.17 

Expenses:       

Online Services (Hosting & Communication) -1085.85  

E-Novative - UGLS  Software Upgrade  -147.25  

Archive Document Storage - annual fee  -25.00  

Incorporation - Biannual Report   -80.00  

Postage & Mailing: PO Box Renewal  -62.00  

Contests: Renewal/VOTY   -378.06  

Travel     -494.13  

PayPal Fees    -19.20  

 Expense Total  -2291.49 -2,291.49 

Operating Acct & PayPal Balance 3-31-2014  9,971.70 

Savings 3-31-2014     17,976.04 

9 Month CD       101,906.49 

Net Worth 3-31-2014    129,854.23 

       

Income from Realware is a refund of a double charge in December that was an error in their 
billing.   

     

Sandra Hart, APCUG Treasurer     

 

mailto:shart@apcug.org
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REGION 1 (CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT) 

By Sam Wexler, Advisor  
swexler@apcug.org  

Privacy on the Internet 
Business & Professional Microcomputer Users 
West Hartford, CT 
www.bpmug.org 
Privacy on the Internet and on social networking web sites is a growing concern for most people 
these days and was the subject for a meeting during the winter. The big question is: who knows 
what and what can you do about it? Between the NSA and big data by big internet companies, it 
ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ nowhere to go on the InǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΦ Is the only option just going off the 
grid? Well, to be sure, that probably is the best option. Of course, living in a cabin in the woods 
is not the right choice for everyone. Additionally, trying to find information, connect with friends, 
bank from home, and more is not just made easier by the Internet, but made possible. They 
discussed some strategies for remaining private, or at least understanding who can see what, 
while surfing the net or using social networks. Of course, there is sometimes consequences of 
doing things privatŜƭȅΦ {ƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ōǳǘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΚέ It was a very enjoyable program. 

 

Computer Emergency Room  
Southern Tier Personal Computing Club, Vestal, NY 

Submitted by Sam Wexler 

Mr. Nick Montanye, Manager of the Computer Emergency Room store in Binghamton, opened 
his presentation at a winter meeting with some thoughts on the relative merits of tablets and 
ultra- books vs. conventional laptop PCs. He emphasized that, while the former offer advantages 
of small size, light weight, and longer battery life, they tend to lack the functionality and 
capabilities of a laptop PC in terms of being able to run full-blown Operating Systems and 
applications such as word-processors, financial accounting programs, and image-editing 
programs typically found on most home-user PCs. He also noted that tablets and ultra-books, in 
general, offered less hard-drive capacity (most use solid-state drives), fewer ports, and τ 
because they do not contain DVD/CD drives τ relied on downloaded Apps and cloud-computing 
to enhance their utility. He did, however, suggest that the processing capabilities and 
performance of tablets and ultra-books was being rapidly enhanced. 

Nick specƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άC.Lέ ŀƴŘ /ǊȅǇǘƻƭƻŎƪŜǊ ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǳŎƘ 
ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ άǊŀƴǎƻƳ-ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎέ ƻǊ άǊŀƴǎƻƳǿŀǊŜέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴŎǊȅǇǘ Řŀǘŀ 
files, thereby making them inaccessible to the user; and then demand a monetary payment for 
the decryption key to unlock them. Nick said that this kind of malware is frequently disguised as 
a PDF attached to e-mail and that it was virtually impossible to undo the effects without the 
decryption key. He urged caution in opening e-mail attachments; and suggested that the best 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Řŀǘŀ ƭƻǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀǘŀ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ άǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘέ ƻǊ ƻƴ 
a device that is normally not powered up except other than when creating a backup; or is not 
directly connected to your PC or on a network accessible through your PC. That is, all data files 

mailto:swexler@apcug.org
http://www.bpmug.org/
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on any PC, network hard-drive, etc., that is network-connected to an infected PC are potentially 
vulnerable to the effects of ransomware viruses. In concluding his presentation, Nick mentioned 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ wƻƻƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ http://www.computeremergencyroom.com 
ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ /9wΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǘƛǇǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ t/ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴ 
article about the FBI virus, and links to download several free anti-virus/anti- malware 
applications. 

 

 

REGION 2  
DC, DE, MD, NJ, VA 
Gabe Goldberg, Advisor  
ggoldberg@apcug.net  

NEW JERSEY 
Brookdale Computer Users Group (BCUG) www.bcug.com  
BCUG addressed the frightening question, WHAT IF your spreadsheet worked correctly -- 
formulas and all -- but your data was all wrong? Just such an error crept into a world economic 
policy model last spring. Stephen Rich, a workshop member, showed how to prevent errors like 
that. He focused on protecting spreadsheet integrity using data validation, conditional 
formatting, and protecting or locking cells. Fred Kagel a solution requested by a member needing 
a single chart with two different scales, one linear and the other logarithmic.  

Princeton PC Users Group (PPCUG)  http://www.ppcug-nj.org/  
PPCUG featured Joe Budelis speaking on "Cloud Services for Personal and Small Business Use." 
He noted that services in the cloud are increasingly used for many different purposes such as 
storage, file backup, and syncing multiple devices. Organizations find that moving services to the 
cloud is cost effective and a wise decision from viewpoint of management and business 
continuity. Topics included how a firm's employees can enjoy the benefit of 10 GIG Internet 
connections; how quick restoration of servers becomes easy; and how security updates, OS 
upgrades, and hardware changeovers become straightforward.  

MARYLAND ---  
Central Maryland User Group (CMUG) esricmug.blogspot.com/ http://www.mycmug.org/ Dave 
Methvin presented "Fine Tuning Windows 8.1" and answered questions about all sorts of 
computer topics. CMUG won APCUG's "Early Bird Membership Renewal," receiving a Kindle 
eReader prize.  

VIRGINIA  
Fredericksburg PC Users Group (FPCUG) http://www.fpcug.org FPCUG members enjoyed a 
presentation on the Central Rappahannock Regional Library by Michele Brown, Adult Services 
Coordinator of CRRL, who explained changes over the past few years in technology and what is 
planned for the future. She also described how these tools are utilized by library patrons and how 
the library staff helps take advantage of this equipment. Chuck Grey, a Research Librarian with 
the Central Rappahannock Regional Library (CRRL), toured the library website for members. 

http://www.computeremergencyroom.com/
mailto:ggoldberg@apcug.net
http://www.bcug.com/
http://www.ppcug-nj.org/
http://www.mycmug.org/
http://www.fpcug.org/
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Starting with the popularity of eBooks he explained how to access them, various types of readers 
available, and different formats used.  

Donna Creasy spoke to FPCUG about a relatively new technology called "neurofeedback," or 
"brain training". Members were so impressed with this new technology that they funded a 
Neurofeedback Project and started a Neurofeedback SIG. Donna, a Licensed Professional 
Counselor and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, is also Board-certified in neurofeedback 
and recently became a trainer for an intensive introductory neurofeedback training course 
through Stress Therapy Solutions. Donna has also worked with adults and veterans with other 
serious issues (such as depression and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) that respond dramatically 
to neurofeedback. Donna returned to give updates on the dramatic improvements in software 
and technology used in neurofeedback. 

An FPCUG Genealogy SIG meeting focused on finding ancestors using the U.S. Federal Census of 
Population, showing where census data may be found online; search strategies; using extraction 
forms; and saving digital images of Census records.  

Greenspring Village Computer Club (GSCC) http://www.gs-cc.net/   
I recently enjoyed speaking to a large and inquisitive GSCC audience on browser bookmarks 
/ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜΩǎ tips, highlighting Firefox and Internet Explorer but offering techniques applicable to 
all browsers. 

Northern Neck Computer Users Group (NNCUG) http://www.nncug.net/ Rob Mink, NNCUG 
president, spoke on storage media and interfaces, following up an earlier talk about use of 
external hard drives for backup. He passed around examples of different storage media, noting 
that there are two basic types of storage: magnetic and solid state. Optical storage may still 
provide relatively long-term data storage. Rob presented an extensive list of choices for backing 
up data, as well as highlighting changes in standards that occurred over a relatively short time in 
computer technology.  

NNCUG's Photo SIG had an exhibit in the Lancaster Community Library in February, and offered 
an "open meeting" devoted to discussing attendee photos and tools or techniques people wished 
to share. Photographers who participated in the library ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ϦŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 
statements," perhaps bringing photos to show and discuss.  

NNCUG Vice President Brian Riley was lead-off speaker for a three-part series on using the 
Internet as an information resource. The "Yellow Pages" is no longer the Bible for finding goods 
and services! Now we have comprehensive online real estate listings, banking, and conducting 
transactions with your stockbroker as well as choosing the best stockbroker for you is easy with 
an Internet inquiry. He also covered using the Internet to find stuff, buy stuff, and fix stuff; 
fetching worldwide information for travel. Brian concluded by noting that the Internet is more 
than just iPhones and tablets; it is about information access!  

A Tablet SIG meeting was devoted to downloading and installing apps. Members shared one or 
two favorite apps with the group. In addition, help was offered registering Apple or Google gift 
cards to buy apps. BJ McMillan recently explored the collection of free "TED" -ς Technology, 
Entertainment, and Design" -- talks given on a wide variety of subjects by world class experts.  

http://www.gs-cc.net/
http://www.nncug.net/
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Potomac Area Technology and Computer Society (PATACS) http://www.patacs.org/. A recent 
PATACS meeting featured "The Cloud for Non-Meteorologists" presented by Lorrin Garson. "The 
Cloud" continues to be a mystery for many people. But it's nothing more than distributed storage, 
a simple concept, and like all technologies has virtues and vices and has been in use for over 30 
years although relatively new for home computing.  

Rick Ellrod, Director of the Communications Policy and Regulation Division of the County's 
Department of Cable and Consumer Services, spoke on "From Television Sets to Communications 
Policy." He covered three topics:  
1. Connecting Your Home. Today's home connects to the world via many channels of 

communication. This presentation focused on video available via cable, satellite, over-the-air 
television, recorded video, and the Internet. He discussed types of cable networks in Fairfax 
County, services offered, pricing strategies, and factors to consider in choosing a cable 
provider. 

2. Buying a New TV. With new technologies introduced in recent years, simply buying a TV set 
is more complex than it used to be. The presentation outlined key factors consumers need to 
take into account in choosing a digital TV, such as size, resolution, refresh rate, screen type, 
3D capability, sound, Internet connection and "smart TVs." 

3. Things to Come in Communications. Rick looked briefly at some leading policy issues in 
communications today, such as competition, "a la carte" unbundled programming, "over-the-
top" Internet video, and open Internet access (network neutrality).  

 

 
REGION 3  

OH, PA, WV 
Robert Lee Vance (Bob), Advisor 

bvance@apcug.org email  
 

 

Akron Canton PC Users Group (ACPCUG) 
www.acpcug.org 

! .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ {LD ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !/t/¦D ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ Ŏŀƴ 
bring it up for discussion. Gerry Schaefer is the facilitator. Recent meetings have covered 
Windows XP-No Microsoft support after April 8, 2014, presented by Frank Ramsey; another topic 
presented by Frank was Virtualization: an introduction to what's not physical.  

Ramsey also gave a presentation on the advantages and disadvantage of various operating 
systems. 

http://www.patacs.org/
mailto:bvance@apcug.org
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Akron Canton PC Users Group Next Meeting 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

ACPCUG will now meet at the Giant Eagle Community Room, 1700 Corporate Woods Pkwy, 
Uniontown, OH, 44658 http://tinyurl.com/ACPCUGmeeting  

Each month before the general meeting there is a Beginners SIG, so those having a problem can 
bring it up for discussion. Gerry Schaefer is the facilitator.  

6:30 pm: Windows XP-No Microsoft support after April 8, 2014? This is the message that Frank 
Ramsey was trying to convey to the attendees. 

The main presentation was by Frank Ramsey with his discussion on Virtualization: an introduction 
to what's not physical. 

The March general meeting for March kicked off with a Beginners SIG, and those having questions 
were offered the opportunity to discuss problems that they may be having. 

The formal general meeting started at 6:00 pm with a discussion on the various operating systems 
it was facilitated by Frank Ramsey. Whether you use Windows, Apple, Linux and iOS, iPad, or 
tablet Android, or an open source based system, remember they all have their advantages and 
disadvantages. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bristol Village Computer Club (BVCC) meetings are held on the campus of the Bristol Village 
Retirement Community at the Activity Center, http://www.bvres.org/BVCCHome.htm  

The general meeting presentation for January was Computers and Music where Len Nasman 
demonstrated composing and playing music on a computer.  

During the February general meeting there was a comparison between windows 8 and 8.1. The 
event was well received and, in most cases, made the new OS seem a lot more user friendly to 
all the attendees. 

Kent Mulliner, President of BVCC discussed the alternatives available for XP when the support 
and updates stop. He told about the value of using a Linux-based computer system along with 
open source software. This is, of course. a great alternative to purchasing a new Windows-based 
system. If you have to learn a new system why not Linux. Try it -- you will like it. 

      
Computers Assisting People 
http://www.capinc.org/  

Basically, the volunteers of CAP take in donated equipment (PCs & 
peripherals, software, etc.) and refurbish, repair and combine them to make 

http://www.bvres.org/BVCCHome.htm
http://www.capinc.org/
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useful, working systems. We then give them away, free of charge, to non-profit organizations in 
the Cleveland area to be used in fulfilling their missions. 

After receiving a letter from the non-profit indicating what they would like, they try to meet or 
at least talk with them so that they can determine how CAP can best serve their needs. 
Sometimes a non-profit will just need some PCs, where others may need cabling, custom or off-
the-shelf software, training, help in setting up a computer lab, technical advice and so on. Often, 
they have no idea what they want or need and they try to help them determine that. 

The CAP volunteers try to meet as many of these needs as possible. As volunteers relying on 
donated equipment this is not always possible. But they give their best effort to assist them as 
much as possible. 

Many thousands of PCs have been given away to various non-profit organizations in the 
community. CAP has also helped set up computer labs, provided custom software and network 
cabling as well as served as a place where people from the non-profits (as well as students and 
other members of the community) can come and learn how to build, troubleshoot and repair PCs 
as well as gain other computer knowledge. 

It has been very satisfying for CAP to witness how lives have been improved after they received 
one of their refurbished systems, computer assistance or training. 
 
About People (ask about our thousands of success stories)  

¶ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ όƻǾŜǊ плл ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴπǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘύ  

¶ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ όwŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜπǳǎŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭǎύ 
   CAP (Computers Assisting People) moved to its new location 2800 Euclid, Cleveland, Ohio 
http://tinyurl.com/CAPnewLocation Techies Who Care! 
 

 

 

The Canton Alliance Massillon Users Group (CAMUG) is located in Stark County, Ohio. CAMUG's 
Regular Meeting, 3rd Monday of each month, http://camug.apcug.org/  

/!a¦DΩǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ-depth explanation by member Mike Charney on how to 
use KeePass, a free and open source password manager.  

In February, Mike used a very good PowerPoint presentation to explain the different backups and 
how they work. The presentation and GFI links were forwarded to members. 

CǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά!ƴŘǊƻƛŘ tƘƻƴŜǎέΣ ά/ǳǎǘƻƳ ǾǎΦ 
Standard InstallationǎΣέ ά²Ŝō /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎΣέ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ²Ŝō9Ȅύ άtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀǘŀ 
aƛƴƛƴƎΣέ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ¦ǎŜ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ {ŀŦŜƭȅΣέ άIƻǿ ǘƻ wŜƳƻǾŜ ŀ ±ƛǊǳǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ aŀƭǿŀǊŜΣέ ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǇƘƻƴŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ²ƻǊŘΣ 9ȄŎŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎŜǎǎΣέ ά.ŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ t/Φέ άIŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ 
UpgǊŀŘŜǎΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ όŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘύΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΣ άw!L5 ς ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ 

http://camug.apcug.org/
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In January Michael Charney was scheduled to present a topic at the 7 PM meeting, along with 
the annual ά{Ƙƻǿ ϧ ¢ŜƭƭέΦ 

aƛƪŜ /ƘŀǊƴŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ά.ŀŎƪǳǇǎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 

Future topics for our mŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά!ƴŘǊƻƛŘ tƘƻƴŜǎέΣ ά/ǳǎǘƻƳ ǾǎΦ 
Standard Installations,έ ά²Ŝō /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ,έ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ²Ŝō9Ȅύ άtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀǘŀ 
Mining,έ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ¦ǎŜ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ {ŀŦŜƭȅΣέ άIƻǿ ǘƻ wŜƳƻǾŜ ŀ ±ƛǊǳǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ aŀƭǿŀǊŜ,έ ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ 
phone directory using Microsoft Word, Excel, and AccessΣέ ά.ŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ t/Φέ άIŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ 
Upgrades,έ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ όŀƴd why you might want 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘύΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΣ άw!L5 ς ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ 

Web Conferencing was the subject for the March meeting. How it works and the various 
programs that are available for web conferencing. 

Columbus Computer Society (CCS) 
https://www.ccscmh.org/  

The CCS meets at the Online Computer Library Center.  
Their January meeting covered OS X Mavericks and a Raspberry Pi Live Demo by 
Craig Wright, Electronic Communications Director. In February the topic was 

FileMaker Pro presented by Mike Beargie. FileMaker is a cross-platform relational database 
application that integrates a database engine with a GUI-based interface, allowing users to 
modify the database by dragging new elements into layouts, screens, or forms. March featured 
a presentation by Craig Wright on computer networks, network printers, Wi-Fi printers, and 
wireless bridges. The April meeting was a group discussion on the #1 best free software that 
members use or their favorite #2 program is some else talked about their #1 favorite first. 

Speaker: Craig Wright, Topic: OS X Mavericks & Raspberry Pi Live Demo 

OS X Mavericks (version 10.9) the tenth major release of OS X, Apple Inc.'s desktop and server 
operating system. OS X Mavericks was announced on June 10, 2013, at WWDC 2013, and was 
released on October 22, 2013, as a free update through the Mac App Store. 

Raspberry Pi Model B computer, a credit-card-sized single-board computer developed in the UK 
by the Raspberry Pi Foundation with the intention of promoting the teaching of basic computer 
science in schools. 

Raspberry Pi has a Broadcom BCM2835 system on a chip (SoC), which includes an ARM1176JZF-
S 700 MHz processor, VideoCore IV GPU, and was originally shipped with 256 megabytes of RAM, 
later upgraded to 512 MB. It does not include a built-in hard disk or solid-state drive, but uses an 
SD card for booting and persistent storage. 

The Foundation provides Debian and Arch Linux ARM distributions for download. Tools are 
available for Python as the main programming language, with support for BBC BASIC (via the RISC 
OS image or the Brandy Basic clone for Linux), C, and Perl. 

February 2014 meeting. Speaker: Mike Beargie, Topic: FileMaker Pro 

FileMaker Pro is a cross-platform relational database application from FileMaker Inc., formerly 
Claris, and a subsidiary of Apple Inc. It integrates a database engine with a GUI-based interface, 

https://www.ccscmh.org/
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allowing users to modify the database by dragging new elements into layouts, screens, or forms. 
Current versions are: FileMaker Pro 13, FileMaker Pro Advanced 13, FileMaker Server 13, and 
FileMaker Go 13 for iPhone and iPad. 

FileMaker evolved from a DOS application, but was then developed primarily for the Apple 
Macintosh. Since 1992 it has been available for Microsoft Windows and can be used in a cross-
platform environment. FileMaker server briefly ran on Linux, but Linux support was abandoned 
with FileMaker 7, and the server currently runs only on Windows or OS X servers. It is available 
in desktop, server, iOS and web-delivery configurations. 

Mike Beargie said: I am a Filemaker 11/12 certified developer, and work for Anvil Dataworks, a 
platinum level partner of FileMaker, as well as winner of the 2013 Business Driver of the Year 
award from FileMaker.  

Possible future meeting topic from someone outside the club: 

December meeting was at OCLC Kilgour building auditorium at 7 PM, Speaker: Craig Wright. 
Topic: OS X Mavericks 

OS X Mavericks (version 10.9) is the tenth major release of OS X, Apple Inc.'s desktop and server 
operating system for Macintosh computers. OS X Mavericks was announced on June 10, 2013, at 
WWDC 2013, and was released on October 22, 2013, as a free update through the Mac App Store. 

March general meeting, Craig Wright will discuss: Computer Networks, Network Printers, Wi-Fi 
Printers, and Wireless Bridges. Craig went on to explain that a computer network or data network 
is a telecommunications network that allows computers to exchange data. In computer 
networks, networked computing devices pass data to each other along data connections. The 
connections (network links) between nodes are established using either cable media or wireless 
media. The best-known computer network is the Internet. 

Craig went on to explain that a wireless bridge is a hardware component used to connect two or 
more network segments (LANs or parts of a LAN) which are physically and logically (by protocol) 
separated. It does not necessarily always need to be a hardware device, as some operating 
systems (such as Windows, GNU/Linux, Mac OS X and FreeBSD) provide software to bridge 
different protocols. This is seen commonly in protocols over wireless to cable. So in a sense the 
computer acts as a bridge by using bridging OS software.  

b!{!/Χ ¢ƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ [ƛǘǘƭŜ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ /ƭǳō 
ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŀǎŀŎΦƻǊƎκ  
DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅ ϧ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 
Michael W. Garrambone of the Fairborn Family History Center (LDS Church) discussed his 
adventures in researching his family history. 
In his presentation, Michael talked about the exciting adventure of genealogical research and the 
use of computers to accomplish the establishment of your own family tree. 

Michael has been doing family history research since 1988 where he has been tracking 
immigrants from Sicily and central Italy, as well as early African and Native Americans from the 
Virginias. He has used the Family Tree Maker program since 1990 and is familiar with scanning, 

http://www.nasac.org/
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computer graphics, and most research sources at the national, state, and local archives. He likes 
to share interesting events and stories of his own family found during his searches. 

The March meeting discussed the need for having an SSD. The SSD is a solid state drive. Gary Coy 
covered the reasons for converting to or adding an SSD to your drive array. He also talked about 
whether it is difficult to install and the cost of converting.  

After the presentation and demonstration the members had the chance to bid on a 240 GB SSD 
worth $350 and having a $179 street price on sale 
 

The Dayton Microcomputer Association (DMA) (www.dma1.org) meets 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΤ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ά{Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
¢Ŝƭƭέ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
great gift(s) they received during the holiday season. This was followed by 
some great tips & tricks plus a great door prize drawing. 

The January DATABUS headline said: άBRRRRRRRRR! Who wants to go out in weather like this? 
{ƻ ȅƻǳǊ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
humanitarian reasons.έ It was a little warmer in February and DMA 
President Gary Coy talked about the advantages of upgrading to an SSD, 
what to look for in buying one, and how to do the installation. A special door prize was a Kingston 
HyperX 3K, 120GB SATA III, 2.5-inch 6.0 Gb/s Solid State Drive. 

5a!Ωǎ aŀǊŎƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ !ƭƭŜƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ŀ /ƛƴŎƛnnati IT Consultant 
and VOIP consultant speaking about VOIP (Voice Over Internet 
Protocol). He showed the attendees how they can use VOIP for their 
home and business, thereby cutting their telephone bill dramatically.  

 

Greater Cleveland PCUG (GCPCUG) 
www.gcpcug.org 
Their January General Meeting presentation featured a webinar by Ira Wilsker on  
Identity Theft & Credit Card FraudΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ LǊŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ 
http://www.slideshare.net/GCPCUG/ira-wilskers-identity-theft-presentation 

Judy Taylour's Data Privacy Day 2014 Presentation 
http://www.slideshare.net/GCPCUG/judy-taylours-digital-privacy-day-2014-presentation  
This was a very timely presentation with the recent data breach at TargetΦ LǊŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
reminded attendees how vulnerable their most important information is. What can we learn 
from Target and other cases? What about these credit card skimmers at the check-out counters, 
gas pumps and ATMs? What should we do if we thƛƴƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΚ  

Ira is an Associate Professor at Lamar Institute of Technology in Beaumont, Texas where he 
teaches business, law, computers and related fields. He is also a deputy sheriff and an arbitrator 
for the Better Business Bureau where he was recently recognized for his service. He has also been 
the recipient of the Ben and Julie Rogers Community Service Award, the highest award for 
community service in Southeast Texas, as well as the Dan Bell Community Service Award.  Ira has 
been writing the PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY column every week for over 13 years for the 

http://www.dma1.org/
http://www.gcpcug.org/
http://www.slideshare.net/GCPCUG/judy-taylours-digital-privacy-day-2014-presentation
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EXAMINER newspaper, hosted "MY COMPUTER SHOW" on KLVI radio for over 17 years, and has 
given many webinars to computer clubs world-wide. If you would like to schedule an ID Theft 
webinar, contact Ira at iwilsker@sbcglobal.net.   

As an Associate Professor at Lamar Institute of Technology, Ira teaches 
business, law, computers, and related fields. He is also a deputy sheriff, and 
an arbitrator for the Better Business Bureau, where he has recently been 
recognized for his service. He has been the recipient of the Ben and Julie 
Rogers Community Service Award, the highest award for community service 
in Southeast Texas, as well as the Dan Bell Community Service Award. 

Ira has been writing the PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY column every week for over 13 years for the 
EXAMINER newspaper, hosted "MY COMPUTER SHOW" on KLVI radio for over 17 years, and has 
given many webinars to computer clubs world-wide. 

The March general meeting featured a presentation by Charlie Harb from Phone Ambulance. 
Charlie talked about what's involved in fixing your phone or tablet. What to do and what not to 
do and probably most important, backing up your information and photos. 

GPCUG held their February meeting in the TechCentral MakerSpace at the downtown Cleveland 
Public Library. It is a creative and collaborate design and fabrication space that allows those who 
have a CLEVNET member library card to turn their ideas into reality. There is a laser engraver that 
cuts and engraves wood, acrylic, leather and rubber as well as painted or anodized metals, glass, 
marble, and stone. 

With 3D printing & scanning, there are endless possibilities. Imagine creating physical plastic 
objects from 3D computer renderings using the TechCentral MakerSpace 3D printer, or turn 
physical objects into 3D computer renderings using state-of-the-art 3D scanning technology. 

Use the MakerSpace Vinyl Cutter to design and create custom vinyl decals for signage, wall art, 
and more.  

Photography, videography or graphics enthusiasts can take studio quality pictures and video 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ¢ŜŎƘ/ŜƴǘǊŀƭϥǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ фΩȄмлΩ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǊ ŎƘǊƻƳŀ ƪŜȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇǎΣ ƻǊ ǎƘƻƻǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘƻǇ-
motion videos or professional looking product shots with the table-top light box. Professional-
level software is available on a few Windows and Mac MakerSpace computers for editing photo, 
video, and graphics design projects. 

The TechCentral MakerSpace also allows you to record guitar, bass, keyboard, or even design 
your own synthesized tones and beats. Produce your tracks using professional equipment and 
software. 

General use of the space, equipment and software is free of charge with a library card. A variety 
of materials for the laser engraver, vinyl cutter, and 3D printer are available for purchase at the 
TechCentral MakerSpace.  

This was an exciting and informative meeting - does your library have a TechCentral MakerSpace? 
Check it out. 

 

mailto:iwilsker@sbcglobal.net
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The Licking County Computer  
www.lccsohio.org  

During the January meeting, LCCS president Jim Amore gave a 
presentation comparing and explaining anti-virus vs malware infections. 
Cloud computing by John Kennedy was the topic of the February 
meeting. His presentation covered: What is a cloud? How to see the 
cloud, types of clouds, choosing a cloud provider, and security in the 
cloud. Most Cloud Computing storage is free. If needed for those who 

have huge storage requirements, there are paid versions.  

The March meeting asked the question - How many types of ID theft are you aware of?, 
presented by Skip Gavorski and James Reese of Parallel Horizons Group, Independent Associates 
of LegalShield Connections. They explained the types of Identity Theft and how to protect 
yourself from this hideous secret crime. The presentation outlined how ID thieves can steal 
information from medical records, nursing facility patients, schools, nursery schools, newborn 
babies, funerals, dumpsters, and other little known identity theft areas. They also learned some 
tips on how to avoid losing their ID, money, and peace of mind. 

Lorain County Computer Users Group (LCCUG) www.lccug.org/  

The Lorain County Computer Users Group took advantage of 
the Speakers Bureau with a Gene Barlow webinar on backing 
up. 

Gene explored the five most common backup approaches on the 
market and talked about the advantages and problems with those 
backup approaches. He also why and where 
attendees would want to use each type of 
backup available. Most important of all, he told 
them why one backup approach is vastly 
superior to all of the others. If you would like to 
schedule a Gene Barlow webinar, contact linda@ugr.com.  

Cool Library services in the Digital Age was the presentation for the March general meeting given 
by Sandra Ruth president of LCCUG. Sandra started her presentation by asking those in 
attendance if they were aware of all the free services you can access at your public library.  

The first electronic library resources found in libraries were databases with full text magazine and 
newspaper that students and researchers would use. Now much, much more is available.  

Sandee demonstrated some of the newest library services that will give us access to eBooks, 
audiobooks, magazines, and music. There is online chat to help us find information, tools to help 
us learn languages and computer software. Online sources for such things as car schematics, 
antiques pricing, legal forms and encyclopedias are also available.  

http://www.lccsohio.org/
http://www.lccug.org/
mailto:linda@ugr.com
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http://www.neopc.org/  

bh9t/ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊΩǎ IƻƴƻǊ wƻƭŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻǊ 
corporations to make a contribution to their group. They may be in the form of money for their 
equipment fund or equipment that is approved by the Board of Directors. Any donation is eligible 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ά5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ±ŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ wŜŎŜƛǇǘέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘŀȄ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 
at the time of the donation. Approved equipment donations are also eligible for a receipt;  NOEPC 
does not declare the value in the receipt. 

A Gold Sponsor of $500 or more will have a graphic logo displayed and linked to their website for 
five years; Silver sponsors of $100 or more will have their logo displayed and linked for two years; 
and Bronze sponsors of $25 or more will have their name on the website for one year. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Lancaster Area Computer Club (LACC) 
http://laccpa.wordpress.com/  

The January program topic was: What can I do with a Spread Sheet program? Presented by Tom 
LŀŎƻƴƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇϥǎΩ webmaster. Excel was the featured program and they explored some of the 
ways you can use a spread sheet program. They also took a look at other spread sheet programs 
that are absolutely free. In February the group held their popular Q&A session. 

Shirley Watts, LACC president, was the featured speaker at the March general meeting. It was all 
about purchasing a new computer. Our choices have been expanded to desktops, laptops, 
notebooks, tablets, Chrome books and even Smart Phone. The attendees learned about the new 
fantastic devices on the market, giving them the ammunition needed to survive in this confusing 
market. 

The April meeting had Shirley talking about XP and the fact that many people are keeping it and 
not upgrading to a new computer. {ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΥ LΩƳ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ·tΦ bƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΚ 

¢ƘŜ t!/{ aŀǊŎƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ƪȅǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ 
ǿŀǎ WŜǊŜ aƛƴƛŎƘΣ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜπ{ǳƳǘŜǊ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ [ŜŜǎōǳǊƎΣ C[Φ Iƛǎ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǎŎƻƻǇ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ 

Jere is a frequent presenter at his user group and has also presented to many other groups via 
!t/¦DΩǎ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦ /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƭƛǎǘ ŀǘ http://apcug2.org/ 

Benefits tab.  

http://www.neopc.org/
http://laccpa.wordpress.com/
http://apcug2.org/
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Their April meeting featured Keith Perry with "How to Remove Viruses and Malware from 
Windows." The presentation focused on a methodology for removing viruses and malware from 
an already infected Windows system. There was a review of the challenges of doing this on 
Windows and how a user may better recover from infection. After the presentation, there was a 
live demonstration of the presented methods for removal. Perry, Directory of Technology at 
V.C.S.N., is an information technology professional with more than 20 years of experience 
working on a variety of computing platforms ranging from mainframes to desktops. 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ /hat¦¢9w ¦{9w{ ƻŦ 9wL9 ǿǿǿΦŎǳŜǊƛŜΦŎƻƳ Φ  
¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ¦ǎŜǊǎ DǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ t!Σ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 9ǊƛŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфунΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ он ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

Their January meeting featured the Digital Photography Special Interest Group 
using a multiple light set up to take portraits (pets were welcome). The session 

included using a flash meter to set up the lighting ratio and using umbrellas and soft boxes.  

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎΦ 
Even if ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻΧΦǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Internet. In December, the CUE Board held a virtual Board meeting using the AnyMeeting.com 
service, which allowed them to meet online from the comfort of their own homes, rather than 
venture out on a cold and dark night. Similar to the popular GoToMeeting.com service, it offers 
a free version that gives them all the available services except the ability to record the meeting. 
But there are ways around that. 

Everyone at that Board meeting found the service easy to use, and soon learned how to use all 
the features available. Their physical February meeting presentation was an introduction to the 
service to those in attendance and available to members at home via AnyMeeting. 

The second part of the meeting was a discussion on the upcoming End-of-Life for Windows XP. 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΧ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ т ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
available, switch to Linux, or take the plunge and move to Windows 8.1? Time is swiftly running 
ƻǳǘΧǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 

The CUE March general meeting was on Website Design Basics. Attendees were asked if they had 
always wanted their own website, but were never sure how to build it? Or did they have the basic 
idea of how to do so, but not sure what tools they need to get going? The presentation featured 
how to get a personal website off the ground and online for others to see and enjoy. Although 
not aimed at advanced topics like password-protected content and using JavaScript 
enhancements, the presentation gave the basics of setting things up and getting them online. 

https://sites.google.com/site/lvcgsite/Home  

The program on Google Chromecast, presented by member Jon Roth, stimulated the tech 
appetites of the men and women in the audience. Chromecast is a great gadget, well worth the 

http://www.cuerie.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/lvcgsite/Home
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$35 cost. It enables you to stream-in lots of programs via the Chrome Browser on laptops, 
desktops, etc., on a TV having an HDMI port. A special thanks to Vice President, Ralph Smoyer for 
contributing one of the dongles as a door prize. The lucky winner is enjoying using it. LVCG is 
planning on presenting a program on "Apple TV" at their next general meeting when Jon will 
continue to share his expertise & experience on another one of his hi-tech gadgets.  

  

 

 

http://cpusergroup.apcug.org/  

In January there were three presentations during the regular meeting. Keeping Your Data Safe 
was presented by Tristan Wyatt. The presentation included a description of the Windows 7 built 
in Back-Up and System Restore that are methods for keeping your data safe. 

The second presentation was by Greg Wall on the Raspberry Pi, which was described as a 
tantalizing peek at some of the ability built into tiny boards. 

The final presentation was on Arduino. An open-source electronic prototyping platform based on 
flexible, easy-to-use hardware and software. It's intended for artists, designers, hobbyists and 
anyone interested in creating interactive objects or environments.  

The February general meeting consisted of the two presentations which were presented by Jon 
Mazu: Casting on Your HDTV, and Intro to Google Chromecast. A third short demonstration on 
CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿΩǎ IŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ was presented by Pat Anicka. 

 

 

 
 

http://pacc.apcug.org/  

The Pittsburgh Area Computer Club is one of the oldest PC User Groups in the world. They are a 
non-profit organization, formed in 1975, to promote the knowledge, understanding, interest and 
appreciation of computers and related software and other equipment in the Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania area. They meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month at Point Park University. The 
doors open at 11:00 am and close at 4:00 pm. Wi-Fi is available and everyone is invited to bring 
their computer to the meetings.  

 

Return to Index 
 

 

http://cpusergroup.apcug.org/
http://pacc.apcug.org/
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REGION 4 
AL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN 

Judy Taylour, Acting Advisor 
jtaylour@apcug.org 

 

 

GEORGIA 

Mountain Computer User Group 
www.mcug.org 

Their December meeting featured a sliced turkey and ham dinner provided by the MCUG Board. 
Dressing, gravy, rolls, and cranberry sauce were also on the menu. Members were asked to bring 
a side vegetable, salad, or dessert dish to help complete the meal. There were door prizes, a 
raffle, and of course their annual charity auction. They received donations from 25 local 
companies.  

CǊƻƳ a/¦DΩǎ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмп ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ Bits & Bytes. tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ ϧ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 5ƛŀƴŜ CǊŜƴȊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΥ 

ά¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇated in the Christmas Dinner and Charity Auction, thank you. 
The dinner was delicious and the auction was a great success raising $1136 in donations. On 
January 14th, the Board voted to increase the donation amount to $1200 and distribute the funds 
to eight organizations.  

$150 Cherokee County Food Pantry  
$150 Towns County Food Pantry  
$150 Mountain Presbyterian Church Ecumenical Food Pantry  
$150 Clay County Food Pantry  
$100 Cherokee County Reach 
$100 Clay County Reach  
$100 New Life Women's Center  
$300 Safe House 

Wǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ Ϸрл ²ŀƭƳŀǊǘ ƎƛŦǘ 
ŎŀǊŘΥ Ϸн ŦƻǊ м ǘƛŎƪŜǘΣ Ϸр ŦƻǊ о ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ϸмл ŦƻǊ т ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎΦέ 

Atlanta PC Users Group (AtlPCUG) 

http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-PC-Users-Group/, https://www.facebook.com/ATLPCUG  
AtlPCUG no longer has a website. You will find them on Meetup and Facebook. Their Meetup 
page includes this information: 

mailto:jtaylour@apcug.org
http://www.mcug.org/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-PC-Users-Group/
https://www.facebook.com/ATLPCUG
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ά¢ƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ t/ ¦ǎŜǊǎ DǊƻǳǇ ό!ǘƭt/¦Dύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ¦ǎŜǊǎΣ ƻƭŘ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎ ǘƻ 
share their experiences using the personal computer. The Atlanta PC Users Group was founded 
to provide help to its members through the exchange of experience and skills. Members 
continually bring problems with software and hardware to meetings. Usually another member 
has the solution and more. Members range from software developers, LAN administrators to the 
ƴƻǾƛŎŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǳǎŜǊΦέ  

They are about: New Technology, Computer Technology Professionals, PC Troubleshooting, 
Internet for Beginners, Computers and Software, Encourage the use of home computers, 
Computers and Servers, Introduction to Computers, New to Computers, Computers for Seniors, 
Beginning Computers. They have 70 Meetup members.    

Their March Meetup presentation was on Which Security System Is Right For You? Wayne Baxter, 
a longstanding member of the AtlPCUG, reviewed security systems and the personal computer. 

ω IŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎed. 
ω aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΦ  
ω CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘΦ 
ω CǊŜŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΦ 
ω /ƭǳō ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ !ǇǇƭŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ 
ω /ƭǳō ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ [ƛƴǳȄ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ 
ω /ƭǳō ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ 
ω /ƭǳō ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ 
ω ²ŀȅƴŜ .ŀȄǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻŘŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ  
ω !ǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛty systems discussed and alternatives used 
by the membership. 

Does your group have a Meetup page? Are you on Facebook? Do you Tweet? Let David Williams, 
Chair of the Social Media Committee know: dwilliams@apcug.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA  

Hilton Head Island Computer Club (HHICC) 
www.hhic.org, https://www.facebook.com/HHICC  
Two interesting SIGS are being offered by the HHICC: 

All Things Google Special Interest Group. This SIG will discuss the many services that Google 
offers: Search engine, web browser, email service, image or video search, translate, maps, music, 
photos & Picasa, books, You Tube, news, finance, mobile, bookmarks, iGoogle home page, Google 
toolbar, Google desktop, Google+ and more. 

mailto:dwilliams@apcug.org
http://www.hhic.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HHICC
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All Things Apple Special Interest Group. Each month they will present a different topic / subject 
relating to Apple products and services. The SIG will cover Mac computers, iPads, iPods and 
iPhones. There is normally a discussion of Apple news, developments and apps. They also have a 
general Q&A period in which they encourage members to bring their own particular questions & 
problems to the group. This SIG has two monthly meetings. 

HHICC is on Facebook and the posting for March 16 is their Weekly News with a link to the Weekly 
News on their website. Anyone visiting their Facebook page and clicking on the link will find out 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŜƪΥ !ƭƭ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ DƻƻƎƭŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ Interest Group, Windows 8 
for Windows Users (education series), All Things Apple Special Interest Group, Microsoft 
Windows 8.1 Update Surfaces (article), How the Web Was Born: WWW Turns 25 (article), How 
to Delete Photos from your iPhone (article), and Information About Club Resources.  

 

 

REGION 5, FLORIDA 
Judy Taylour, Acting Advisor  

jtaylour@apcug.org  

 

 

 

Charlotte County Computer Group (CCCG) celebrates 30 years  
http://cccgc.info/  

The 23-page, 30-year celebration issue of their Charlotte Bytes Special Edition takes you through 
///DΩǎ ол-year history ς presidents (they include a picture of each one), newsletter changes, 
addition of SIGS, pictures of setting up their first office in 2003, + lots of other pictures, etc. 

Their first newsletter was a single page letter to group members announcing the date of the next 
meeting, scheduled program and perhaps one or two news items. Their April 1984 presentation 
featured a professional computer consultant and club member covering MS-DOS with specific 
emphasis on files and file names, keyboard commands, and tree directories. 

ά¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ is to evolve into a viable 
organization. We especially urge you not to be modest in making yourself available as there 
appears to be a shortfall of persons willing to take an active part in the management of the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ό¢ƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΧΦbƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘύ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΗέ 

!ǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ϷоΦлл ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άǘƘƛǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ 
will be deducted from the yearly dues when they become payable upon completion of our formal 
organization. The Committee does not have a bank account, so it would be appreciated if 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ϷоΦлл όƛƴ ŎŀǎƘύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦέ 

mailto:jtaylour@apcug.org
http://cccgc.info/
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Lƴ мффу ŀƴ 9ƴŘ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9Ǌŀ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ²ŀȅƴŜ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘΥ άaƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
discontinue the retail sale of its Windows 3.1. For all intents and purposes it is the end of the 3x 
family, sounding the death knell for the 16-ōƛǘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎΦέ 

From 2003 to 2013, over 2900 computer systems (CPU, Monitor, Keyboard, Mouse), and some 
printers, & speakers, (if available) were distributed to school children of Charlotte County (at the 
recommendation of the Guidance Counselors and to Non-Profit Organizations of Charlotte 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ά/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ мффрΦ 

Congrats on 30 years! 

Sarasota PCUG, Florida www.spcug.org 

CǊƻƳ {t/¦DΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ άwŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

Many of you are aware of the Refurbishing Project that 
SPCUG supports. As you know the group refurbishes 
donated computers and gives them to people in need. This can 
be individuals or groups. For example, the group has been working with Guardian ad Litem on a 
regular basis.  

Over the last few years the group has also been supporting the Education Foundation 
TekXcelence program. This program has been giving out free computers to public school students 
for a number of years. The Refurbishing Project has been repairing computers students received 
through this program. In December the project took on an expanded role in this program. It is 
now refurbishing computers, provided by the Education Foundation, to be given to the students. 
The group is also refurbishing computers for the Digital Learning Centers. The computers 
targeted for students average about 25 per month. An additional 60 computers per month are 
targeted at the Digital Learning Centers. For example, in January 2014 the Refurbishing Project 
delivered 30 computers to a learning center at the Sarasota Housing Authority. We completed 
15 for a youth shelter and are waiting for them to complete their Internet connection before 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

SPCUG has been providing service to the community since 1982. 

 

Valencia Falls Computer and Technology Club (VFC&TC!)  
http://ariesmarket.com/ 

±C/ϧ¢/Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ powered by WordPress. From their website: 

The Valencia Falls Computer and Technology Club has been keeping residents current on latest 
technology trends since 2002. Club speakers target an audience at varying levels of expertise and 
convey technical information in a digestible manner. Club members, numbering over 200, gain 
confidence to pursue trends that best fit their daily lives. 

Mission Statement: Arrange meetings for Valencia Falls residents to exchange ideas, increase 
technical knowledge, and enjoy the fellowship of neighbors. 

http://www.spcug.org/
http://ariesmarket.com/
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The club, located in western Delray Beach, holds close to 40 events per year. Monthly meetings 
are held on the third Monday evening at 7pm from October through March. Workshops and 
classes throughout the week focus on specific subjects or training needs. Movies with a technical 
slant and even medical technology meetings are also part of each season.  

VFC&TC Initiative ς Neighbors helping Neighbors. In foreseeing a need from our community 
organizations and clubs that occasionally seek free technology help from our Computer & 
Technology Club members, we have designated a member as the point person to coordinate 
these requests. The advice and hands-on assistance would be in all areas of consumer 
technologies. 

 

 

Tampa PC Users Group, Florida www.tpcug.org  

From their March 2014 Bits of Blue newsletter:  

ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ .ŀŎƪΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ [ŀaŀǊǘƛƴΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ ¢ŀƳǇŀ t/ ¦ǎŜǊǎ DǊƻǳǇΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ²ƛƴ у ŀǇǇΣ 
Computer Group Newsletters and note that in March of 1994 the TPCUG was meeting on the 
Ybor campus of HCC and the presentation was going to be a demo of Corel Draw. For April, the 
presentation was going to be Photoshop presented by Adobe, and for May, Microsoft was going 
ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻ hŦŬŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘe May newsletter, turned out to be a demo of Access 2.0.  

Those were the days: Big name vendors doing our presentations. For March of 2004, the 
presentation was about PowerQuest products like Partition Magic, and the presentation was 
given by our friend Gene Barlow. I think by 2004 we were mostly doing our own presentations 
with an occasional visit by someone like Gene Barlow. 

No more Adobe, Corel, Symantec, etc. Times had changed ς ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭΦέ 

Tampa PCUG is another group that has served their community for 30 years.  

 

REGION 6 and INTERNATIONAL 

Greg West, Advisor, APCUG Marketing Chair, FACEBOOK, and User Groups  

gwest@apcug.org  

 

No Reports 

 

Return to Index 
 

 

http://www.tpcug.org/
mailto:gwest@apcug.org
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REGION 7 
IA, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD, WI 

Judy Taylour, Advisor 
jtaylour@apcug.org  

 
Iowa 

Central Iowa Computer User Group (CIACUG  
http://www.ciacug.org, 
https://www.facebook.com/CIACUG  
 
CIACUG has an office that is open each 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜŀŎƘΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ мл ŀƳ ǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ н ǇƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀŦŦŜŘ 
to answer questions, provide hands on demonstrations and allow high speed Internet 
connection. 

They sometimes update a couple of computers and may get rid of some nasty viruses, clone a 
ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ had the 
opportunity to watch an upgrade to a Home Server machine. 

Members are always available to answer questions and, as always, there are great group 
discussions. 

Each week they remind members that if they have computer issues, they should stop by for help. 
They are also free to visit the office even if they do not have a problem. 

Wisconsin 

 
 
 

Wisconsin All-Computer Users Club  http://www.wauc.us/ 
Found in their March WAUCtalk newsletter. A list of the February 2014 PUSH articles with a note 
ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ άǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ !t/¦DΣ 
and we may be able to fit your choice into the next issue. Email with your interest to (their 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊύΦέ 

In addition to their monthly newsletter they send a Monthly Bulletin to members that contains 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ {LD ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ 
also let members know they have a new URL ς www.wauc.us -- New residence ς Same old 
friends! 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜǘΩǎ aŜŜǘΣ DǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²!¦/ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
luncheon. You can talk about computers or just schmooze. The luncheons are held the 3rd 
aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мтth ό{ǘΦ tŀŘŘȅΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς be sure to wear green). 

There was also a list of upcoming meetings as well as the raffle prizes for the next General 
Meeting. The March Bulletin also included a review of various tax programs. 
 

mailto:jtaylour@apcug.org
http://www.ciacug.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CIACUG
http://www.wauc.us/
http://www.wauc.us/
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REGION 8  
AR, KS, LA, OK, TX) 

Bill James, Advisor 
bjames@apcug.org  

Greetings Region 8 Users Group Officers and Members, 

{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ t/ΩǎΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ 
not so much even in this day of emails, Facebook, Twitter and other forms of social media. It 
seems that computers have become so accessible that everyone now considers them a 
household appliance. User Groups are faltering as a result. However, there are a few exemptions 
and Region 8 has some very fine examples of user groups providing support to the community.  

One such example is the Computer Club of Hot Springs Village. The computer club is a private 
non-profit organization formed in 1988. They currently have a membership of over 400 members. 
The club endeavors to provide its members an opportunity to gain knowledge of computer 
hardware and software through classes and speakers at monthly meetings. And like many User 
Groups, their motto is Members Helping Members. If you want to get idea of what they are 
about, check out their YouTube video http://youtu.be/F1PpQYZbGRg. The CCHSV is also 
sponsoring a Technology Day. They have invited vendors who are in the technology business such 
as computers, mobile devices, computer repair, digital photography, retailers, and wireless 
services to have a booth and hold a 30 minute class/information session. This is a wonderful way 
to grow your group as well as share information with the community.  

One of the things that make User Groups viable is that they respond to the needs of their 
members. When a group is looking for members, you should focus on individuals who are retiring 
or have retired from the workplace. These individuals are computer savvy with software that was 
supported by an IT department in the workplace, but now that they are retired they no longer 
have that support team. As retirees, they want to continue using their computers for projects 
and tasks that they have at home. But they are now their own IT department. It is in these 
situation that a user group can provide that needed support. 

Looking for new revenues is always a problem. My club, the Computer Club of Oklahoma City has 
been fortunate in that it has partnered with credit unions that are only open members within a 
company or organization. However, these credit unions sometimes want to expand their business 
opportunities. This can be accomplished by allowing an organization such as a computer club to 
become an affiliate. Where, for example, a car dealer is shopping for the best loan for its 
customers, and they know that Credit Union XYZ has great interest rates and their customer could 
qualify only if they were a member of an organization that was an affiliate of that particular credit 
union. If that organization happened to be your club, then the dealer signs them up as a member. 
You get the membership fee and the credit union gets the business. It is a win, win situation. It 
just takes a little exploring and talking with your local credit union to see if you can partner with 
them. You will want to make these new members associate or trial members. Check your club 
by-laws to see how these new members fit into your club. 

In summary, these are ideas that your user group should consider. 1) Having a Technology 
Conference, 2) Targeting the 50 ς 60 year old retirees who have a desperate need to setup a 

mailto:bjames@apcug.org
http://youtu.be/F1PpQYZbGRg
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home network, learn how to use the newest Operating systems, smartphones and tablets, and 
3) Bring in needed revenue for your club to survive.  

If you have any other ideas that your club can share, email me at bjames@apcug.org. I will be 
more than happy to share your ideas with your fellow user groups using this forum. Happy 
Computing! 
 

 

REGION 9  
AZ, CO, NM, UT 
Ray Baxter, Advisor 
rbaxter@apcug.org  

 

!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
and/or newsletters.  

The major event this past quarter was the Computer Technology Conference held 
at the beautiful Arizona Golf Resort in Mesa, AZ January 31 to February 2. While 
most of the attendees were from Arizona clubs, I met several people who were 

from out of state. I had the opportunity to make a presentation regarding APCUG membership 
benefits and provide a review of our new website. 

Arizona Alliance of Computer Clubs  
Phoenix, AZ 
AZacc is having its last Sharefest meeting of the year, Saturday, March 22 

from 9:30-11:30 a.m. The meeting is being hosted by and will be held in Sun Village, 14300 West 
Bell Road, Surprise, AZ 85374 

The Colorado River Computer Club 
Lake Havasu, Arizona 

This club meets at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month and during this quarter, had a 
presentation on Windows Movie Maker. 

Computer Booters of Sun Lakes 
Sun Lakes, Arizona 

This club also meets at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month, and during March 
5ƻƴ /ƻƻƪ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ά¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ Dt{έ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
planet, and how to get back to where you want to be. 

 

Computer Club of Green Valley 
Green Valley, Arizona 

This large club in southern Arizona offers many winter classes to their members covering 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ άYƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴέ όŦƻǊ ǊŜŀƭ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎύ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ 
and diagnostics. More than most clubs, they have really expanded their Special Interest Groups 

mailto:bjames@apcug.org
mailto:rbaxter@apcug.org
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to cover a range of other topics. These include television set-top boxes that can replace cable 
and satellite services, using Android smart phones and tablets, and creating a picture slide show 
with a CD or DVD disc.  

Computer Users of Greeley 
Greeley, Colorado 

The Computer User Group of Greeley, Colorado (CUGG) is a local, 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization that holds monthly meetings and other community activities that are free and open 
to the public for the purpose of education about new and better ways to use and maintain PCs. 
Recent presentations have centered on home networks, including organizing the documentation, 
and troubleshooting. 

5ŜƴǾŜǊΩǎ hǘƘŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 
Denver, Colorado 
aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ т ǇΦƳΦΣ 5hDΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ άǎŀŦŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎέ 
ŀƴŘ άGoogle VoiceΦέ 

Mile High Computer Resource Organization (MICRO) 
Denver, Colorado 

MICRO is a 501(c) (3) tax-exempt, educational organization, and its mission is to promote and 
deliver educational activities to users of personal computers to the widest audience within its 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ wŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ά²Ƙȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣέ 
²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ Tree software. 

Paradise Computer Club 
Sun City, Arizona 
This brand new APCUG member has approximately 90 members and meets weekly in their 
clubhouse on Saturday mornings. The writer of this report gave an in-person presentation on 
March 1 covering the benefits of APCUG membership for not only the club but also for its 
individual members. A demonstration of the new APCUG website was also provided. 

Payson Area Computer Association 
Payson, Arizona 
Some new officers were elected for the coming year, although the VP slot remains open. Recent 
presentations included a maintenance video from YouTube, and watching an APCUG video from 
a recent VTC; the purpose was to show how valuable these can be and to encourage more 
member participation in the future. 

Pikes Peak Computer Application Society 
Colorado Springs, CO 
The Pikes Peak Computer Application Society was established in 1981 and may be the 

longest running computer club in Region 9. They are a 501(c)(3) organization with a goal to 
promote the use of computers and educate and assist members in the use. A recent presentation 
consisted of a review of CES 2014. 

Using the Box.com software to save the audio file, this club has recorded their October 
meeting/presentation as an mp3 file which is available to listen to from their website.  
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Phoenix PC Users Group 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Having a computer club cover a city as large as the Phoenix metropolitan area is difficult to say 
the least, but the Phoenix PC Users Group has figured it out. They conduct three separate 
meetings during the same week of the month on the same topic in three different parts of the 
city. Recent discussions centered on features of W8 and 8.1, the demise of Windows XP and 
interesting Internet finds. 

Prescott Computer Society 
Prescott, Arizona 

The PCS holds several meetings (main and SIG) each month to show members how to get the 
most out of their computer and other technology products. Recent presentations are very timely 
regarding upgrading from Windows XP, and the differences in the various MS Office releases 
going back as far as MS Office 2003. 

Sun City Anthem Computer Club 
Henderson, Nevada 
This large community based club offers state-of-the-art equipment for its members, and has on-
going classes covering tune up and maintaining your pc, MS Office Products, Windows 8 and 8.1, 
and Photoshop. 

Sun City Grand Computer Club 
Surprise, Arizona 
This large user group with over 900 members offers training classes and SIGs in 
addition to their monthly general meeting held the first Wednesday of the month 
at 1:00 PM. As mentioned in the last report, this club is unique in that they have 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ άǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ 

the Sun City Grand complex and can be accessed at www.the3.us 

Sunland Village East Computer Club 
Mesa, Arizona 
This large club has a focus on training their members regarding computer operations. A recent 
discussion centered on all the available methods today to perform back-ups, highlighting the pros 
and cons. 

Tucson Computer Society 
Tucson, Arizona 
TCS is the largest open member computer club in southern Arizona; their 

general meetings are free and open to the public. Club member Francis Chao presented at the 
recent VTC on the differences between Windows 7, 8 and 8.1 

 
Return to Index 
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REGION 10 CA 

Cheryl Wester, Advisor 
cwester@apcug.org  

As usual our California groups have been busy. Many people are helping Judy plan 
our great conference that we have each year. I hope you all have Southwest Technology and 
Computer Conference on your calendar. Its location is Kellogg West at Cal Poly, Pomona. 
Everyone loved it last year and I believe I gained 10 pounds with all the good food. Judy Taylour 
and her team are working hard on making this event the best one yet. Mark your calendars for 
June 27-29th. LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ Put your 
thinking caps on and if you have suggestions for presentations at this marvelous conference let 
us know. I hope to see you there! 

Still speaking about Judy, she did a great presentation recently at the Long Beach Computer Club, 
www.LBIBMUG.org.  She presented on Avast, CCleaner, and Malwarebytes. It was such a great 
presentation that they lost track of time and had to postpone a couple of things! Do you have 
some favorite free programs that you love? If so put them all together and you have an 
interesting and different presentation that is sure to be enjoyed by all. 

Temecula had a member do a presentation on Windows 8. She has a lot of people ask questions 
as many are still afraid to use it. Both Temecula and SLO Bytes PC User Group have a general 
session, or SIG, with questions and answers prior to each meeting. This is a great time to ask 
questions and get the help you need. They continue to be popular sessions for both groups. If 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 

The Glendora Seniors Computer Club, http://gscclub.org/, is having a meeting on Drop Box and 
Google Drive. What a great idea for a how to meeting. Another suggestion would be on Instagram 
or on Skype.  

 

 
REGION 11 

AK, HI, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY 
Judy Taylour, Advisor 
jtaylour@apcug.org  

 

IDAHO 

Idaho PC Users Group 
http://www.idahopcug.org/  
https://www.facebook.com/ipcug, https://twitter.com/IPCUG  
The IPCUG has up to three presentations at each meeting: Their meetings begin with a general 
vϧ! ŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ aƛƴǳǘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ 
hardware in Windows 8. Brian Aldridge then went through setting up a router and using Tight 
Projector. They encourage all members to bring their Window- based laptops to get them using 
this useful application to see the presentation up-close-and-personal on their own screen. 

mailto:cwester@apcug.org
http://gscclub.org/
mailto:jtaylour@apcug.org
http://www.idahopcug.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ipcug
https://twitter.com/IPCUG
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After a short break Brian continued with a demonstration of Chromecast. This device was created 
by Google and is perfect for converting your not so smart television into an internet-capable 
ά{ƳŀǊǘ ¢±έΦ 

Following the meeting, several members that were at the meeting met after the meeting at 
5ŜƴƴȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǳǊ ΨƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΩ ƻƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
meeting night. 

WASHINGTON 

Olympia Microcomputer User Group 
www.olymug.org  
Do your members visit your website? How about having a meeting like OMUG did featuring a 
tour of your ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ha¦D bŜǿǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǘ 
the February 13th meeting was primarily a look at our web site (olymug.org). Pat Sonnenstuhl 
walked us around the various links. One of my favorites is the old newsletters and history. 
Newsletters as far back as 2008 are available. 

Any member wanting to see what was going on in the past just has to look at old newsletters. 
For those who want a view of OMUG going much further back, see the history from 1987 through 
2009. Believe it or not, some of our original members are still active. Did you know that John 
DŜǊŜŎƘǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ мфуф ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άaǳƎέΚ Current Director, Noral Baughman, was 
the third President in 1989. His predecessor, Wallace Music, is still a member. All this and much 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ {ǇŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ  

hǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ нлмо ǎǳƛǘŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
very popular with our membership. When I proposed we offer this software to the members, I 
thought we might get requests for 30-35 units. As of this writing we have requests for 45 licenses. 
The Board authorized the purchase of the maximum quantity (50). This was supposed to cover 
any demand by future members. With only five licenses still available, future members may have 
to wait for the next purchase cycle. Microsoft allows non-profits and libraries to acquire the office 
suite only every two years. Our next eligibility will be 2016. So, if you still want in on this offer let 
me know as soon as possible. 

The cost is only $35 for the entire professional suite. The MSRP for this suite is $399.99. Quite a 

ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎΦέ 

Their new website is powered by WordPress. 

 
Return to Index 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.olymug.org/


Quarter 2, 2014 APCUG REPORTS Page 33 
 

 

General Articles 

Top Ten Reasons to Attend a Virtual Technology Conference (VTC) 

by Judy Taylour 
 
10.  A great benefit for APCUG-member groups. 

9. Presentations by knowledgeable APCUG officers, User Group 
officers & members, as well as vendors who support APCUG 
groups. 

8. They're Interactive - You can participate by chatting with 
other attendees or giving feedback to presenters via the 
Adobe Connect chat window. That makes them a great way 
to learn about new things by sharing with your peers. 

7. ¢ƘŜȅϥǊŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ !t/¦DΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΥ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΦ 
Unlike conferences, if you miss something in your notes while attending a webinar, you 
can just review it again later. The slides are also made available. 

6. ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿΚ ! ±¢/ ǾƛŘŜƻ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ 
fill in for a presenter or as a regularly scheduled meeting. 

5. Learn new skills. Because VTC topics focus on specific topics, you receive information on 
the topics that specifically interest you ς six different presentations to choose from plus 
one to help user groups. 

4. bƻ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΥ tŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ 
attendees from the United States, Canada and Australia. 

3. All you need is a high-speed Internet connection and your desktop, laptop, tablet or even 
a smartphone from which to sign on to the webinar. Adobe Connect supports Windows, 
Mac, Android & iOS. 

2. No Travel Required - Unlike attending traditional conferences, you can participate in a 
±¢/ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦǳȊȊȅ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ? 
You can attend just one or two. 

1. They are free: Free learning? Sign me up. Easy registration via Eventbrite. Just watch for 
an email from APCUG or keep an eye on our website (http://apcug2.org/ ). 

SAVE THE DATE(S) 

Spring VTC ς Saturday, May 3. !t/¦DΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ǎŜǊ DǊƻup session 
(4:00 ς 5:00 pm ET). The VTCs have been on the 1st {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
ōȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
have their meeting. February was the 4th Saturday, May 3 is the 1st Saturday, August 16 is the 3rd 
Saturday and November 1 is the 1st Saturday.  

Return to Index 
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Social Media and Your Club 
By Bill James, Region 8 Advisor 

Understanding and getting into social media for some is a struggle. You never want to force 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ CƻǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
with it is a problem and sometimes it is a closed discussion. For instance, if your Facebook page 
has very little traffic from members it is possibly due to issues they have been told about privacy. 
Facebook constantly changes its policies which requires someone to keep up-to date on these 
changes. Your club probably created a FB page for specific reasons. Those reason should be made 
known so everyone feels comfortable in using the media.  

Likewise if your club established a twitter account, there was a reason behind doing so. In 
addition to your reason, programs should be given on how to setup accounts explaining the best 
practices when using social media. APCUG is using social media to communicate with its member 
groups. Its new website is geared for social interaction with blogs that are open for comments. 
You will find frequent posts on our Facebook page as well as our Twitter account. 

Social media is going to be with us for a long time. It has become ingrained into our culture. Your 
Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ 
they receive these requests they may not be aware of what is necessary to become involved. 
When questions are asked about these requests, responses should be positive and encouraging 
as well as being informed. When the negatives are emphasized, the more resistance there is to 
adapt. Positive responses are not minimizing the risks involved, but in the discussion it can be 
explained how privacy can be preserved can be managed by showing and explaining what 
settings are available on the site and how they are used. Explain how the user can control who 
and who not to friend and how to post privately so that only the intended recipient sees the 
posting. !ƭƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
opt out of certain activities.  

Social networking services such as Facebook and Twitter have revolutionized the way people 
interact. They provide instant access to different groups and individuals, allowing people to 
interact with each other regardless of geological location or timeframe. It is my belief that the 
time has come to end the resistance and engage in the process with education and training so 
that we all can become responsible άnetizens.έ With the advent of more mobile devices such as 
tablets and smartphones, the younger generation are using these devices to communicate 
through social media. E-Ƴŀƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ 
communicating. The use of Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube are now seen as a means of 
communicating with the younger generation ς like it or not. 
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BYOC 

Build Your Own Computer 
{ǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ .ƻō ±ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ YŜƴ .ƛȄƭŜǊ 

Licking County Computer Society 

 

LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ мΥ !ǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ ώhҐƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ .ҐōǳƛƭŘŜǊ /ҐŎƻŀŎƘϐ 

tŀǳƭ wŀǳŎƘ όhύΣ WƛƳ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ό.ύΣ aŀǊȅ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ wŀǳŎƘ ό.ύΣ [ŜŜ 5ǳƴƭŀǇ ό.ύΣ ±ƛŎƪȅ !ǘƪƛƴǎ ό.ύΣ YŜƴ .ƛȄƭŜǊ ό/ύΣ 
[ŀǳǊŀ [ǳǘƘ όhύΣ /ƘǳŎƪ ¢ȅƴŘŀƭƭ ό/ύΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ƛƭƭŜȅ ό.ύΣ WƻƘƴ όCǊŜŜ WƻƘƴύ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ό/ύΣ .ƛƭƭ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ όhύ 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇ 
ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ у ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ! ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅ 
ƭƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

IŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǿŜǊŜΥ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊΤ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ōƭŀŘŜ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŀǎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ bƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
ǘƻƻƭǎ ƻǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ тлΣ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ 

²Ŝ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘƛŎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭΦ 5ŀȅ ǘǿƻ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭŘΦ hǳǊ 
ǘƘƛǊŘ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŦƻǳǊǘƘ Řŀȅ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƻƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ·t ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ 






























